WHAT T CONSIDER WHEN
CHOOSING FLOWERS

Elevation

Light Conditions

Sun, partial light, or shade;
Morning/evening exposure
Water Availability
Average Temperatures
Soil Type

Sand, loam, silt, or clay
Growing Type

Shrub, Vine, Tree, Herb

Size or Eventual Height
Blooming Time

Days - Months

Fall/ Winter/ Spring
Availability

How common is the flower in
garden centers? Do you need
to have seeds shipped? If so,
consider how much fuel and
impact to the environment it
might cause.

Native vs. Non-native

A native plant is from the area
and is less likely to cause
unexpected effects in the
ecosystem.

Benefits

Some plants will be better at
attracting certain wildlife and
insects, providing nutrients to
the soil, or indicating if the
environment is in trouble.

GARDENING BASICS
WILL YOUR PLANTS RETURN?

Annuals

Annuals are plants that will only
last for one year. They would
need to be repurchased if you
want to have them again next
year.

Perennials

Perennials are plants that will
regrow on their own the
following year. As long as the
conditions are right, you should
see them year after year.
Sowing Seeds Naturally
Some plants can have their
seeds harvested and re-
planted. Others will naturally
drop their seeds and regrow
from them the next year. This is
a simple way to have an annual
plant come back again.

HOW T0 BECOME NATIONAL
WILDLIFE FEDERATION
CERTIFIED

Go to ww.nwf.org/certified-
wildlifehabitat, pay the small

application fee, explain how
your garden supports wildlife,
and they will review it to be
certified. Your garden should
provide food, water, cover,
places to raise young, and use
sustainable practices. You can
then post your earned sign
showing others that you did it!
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