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Dear Members,

Your Zoo has been carefully and steadily navigating the impact of the pandemic 

on our beloved cultural institution. The novel coronavirus continues to have a 

devastating effect on all of us and everything we hold dear—our community, our 

families, and our lives. As a valued Member of the Birmingham Zoo, we are deeply 

grateful for your unwavering support during this difficult time.

Our admirable Animal Care Team remains hard at work, ensuring our animals 

receive the food, veterinary care, and loving attention they need. We are 

committed to taking necessary precautions and preventive measures to 

safeguard the health of our staff, volunteers, animals, and guests. Adjusting to 

create a new normal means assessing priorities, operations, budgets, and making 

tough decisions while planning for the future.

Despite cost-cutting measures, your Zoo is anticipating a $2.5 million operating loss by year-

end. Decreased funding and revenue is a difficult conversation, but we have been preparing for 

all possible outcomes and remain focused on rebounding and recovering. As stewards, we are 

steadfast in keeping your Zoo relevant, accessible, and connected to the community. To offset this 

loss, we have established the “Feed Your Animals: Give Today to Secure the Future” fundraising 

campaign with a goal to raise $780,000 by January 31, 2021. Operating costs for the Zoo amount to 

$30,000 a day to provide food and vital care for 550+ animals, including many endangered species.

Our dedicated staff, volunteers, and Board of Directors are vigorously cultivating relationships 

with many facets of the public to encourage contributions, whether one-time or recurring. Now 

more than ever, your support is a continued investment in our animal care, programs, and our 

mission. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, your Birmingham Zoo relies on ticket sales, 

program income, event proceeds, donations, and memberships to provide operating revenue. 

Gifts of all sizes are important and make a tremendous difference. Members can provide critical 

funds by renewing or upgrading your membership. If you are able to give, please consider stock 

gifts, IRA distributions, and planned gifts as valuable options. With your assistance, our combined 

efforts will help cut the anticipated shortfall.

We have a long way to go, but I am confident in our community’s generosity and its love for the 

animals. I ask that as valued Members, supporters, and friends that you please help us in our 

efforts to continue to offer a memorable experience for generations to come. Together we will 

ensure your Zoo’s future and meet our mission of Inspiring Passion to Conserve the Natural World.

Chris Pfefferkorn 

President & CEO

  LETTER FROM 
The President
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Have you ever wondered how the Birmingham 
Zoo gets new animals? 

For some species, it’s relatively simple. Our senior 
animal staff prepare a collection plan for our 
institution, and if they decide a certain species 
would be a good fit for our Zoo, we contact other 
zoos that currently hold the species to see if they 
have surplus animals they would like to donate 
or loan to us. In some cases, we may even talk to 
local farmers to obtain domestic animals, like the 
goats and chickens in the Children’s Zoo.  

For many species, though, our staff here at the 
Zoo work closely with the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums Species Survival Plan® (SSP) Program. 
The SSP is an AZA program plan for managing 
populations of animals in human care to help 
maintain genetically diverse, stable populations of 
select species. Along with breeding and transfer 
plans, SSPs are involved in research, conservation, 
and educational outreach initiatives, all aimed 
at supporting the sustainability of the species 
into the future. Each SSP has a program leader 
responsible for planning breeding and movement 
between institutions, and also for maintaining 
communication between all institutions holding 
that particular species. The program leaders 
are all employees of AZA institutions, and are 
assisted by scientists in the AZA Population 
Management Center and the Reproductive 
Management Center.  

So how does an SSP move happen? In most 
cases, the SSP Coordinator will ask institutions 

about their needs or wants for a species. They 
coordinate that information with the data 
from genetic and demographic analyses to 
draft a Breeding and Transfer Plan for all the 
institutions involved in the SSP for review. Once 
the plan is finalized and agreed to, that’s when 
the gears begin turning! For recommended 
transfers, the zoos involved must arrange 
timelines and logistics. All animals heading out 
to new institutions receive medical checks from 
veterinarians, to make sure they are in the best 
health for their trip.  After they receive a clean 
bill of health, it’s time to plan how to actually 
move them. For many small species, like birds 
or amphibians, we can book a flight to get the 
animals where they need to be. But for larger 
animals, like elephants or giraffes, many months 
of planning are needed to plan an overland 
trip using large, heavy trucks that can keep the 
animals safe and comfortable on their road trips. 

AZA currently has nearly 500 active SSP 
programs, all cooperatively working to help 
conserve endangered and threatened animals 
from around the world. The Birmingham Zoo 
currently participates in 104 SSPs, and we are also 
proud to have four SSPs managed by staff here at 
our institution, the spotted dikkop, the lion, the 
orangutan, and the Pallas’s cat. 

It takes a lot of work from many different people 
to get new animals at the Birmingham Zoo, but 
we’re always proud to do it, so we can help 
conserve species and Inspire Passion to Conserve 
the Natural World! 

BY: LINDSEY HERRON, ZOO REGISTRAR 
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BECAUSE CRITTERS ROCK

Vulcan Materials Company has successfully produced construction materials in Alabama 
and across the U.S. for over 60 years.  Our deep roots connect us to the rich history of our 
state and provide a strong foundation to help build its future.  We are proud to support the 
Birmingham Zoo and join their outstanding work in leading our community to connect with 

the natural world and encouraging conservation.

Visit us at vulcanmaterials.com

ALL ABOUT 
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BY: AMY TOMAN, TRAILS OF AFRICA ZOOLOGICAL MANAGER 

A bongo is not a new musical instrument at the Zoo, but actually 
a beautiful forest antelope! We are thrilled to welcome an eastern 
bongo, a critically endangered species, in cooperation with 
the Association of Zoos and Aquariums Species Survival Plan® 
(SSP) Program. The Birmingham Zoo is home to four critically 
endangered mammal species: cotton-top tamarins, Sumatran 
orangutans, a bettong, and now an eastern bongo! It is hard to 
believe that there are only 60-80 estimated mature bongos left in 
their native home range in Kenya, Africa.  

Bongos can weigh up to 900 pounds! While you might think 
an animal this large would stand out easily, they are known 
for their elusive tendencies and their ability to blend into their 
surroundings using natural camouflage. The white stripes help 
them to blend into the background of the forests by breaking up 
the appearance of their body. As a red antelope among the green 
plants, their coloration actually helps to hide them. Predators, 
like leopards, cannot distinguish between the colors red and 
green! The color of their red coats rubs off easily and they can 
leave behind the pigment to help communicate to other bongos. 
According to old tales told by native tribes, touching a bongo 
will lead to illness, which helped to protect the species for many 
years. Today, we know this to not be true, and many bongos enjoy 
tactile interactions, like scratches on their forehead, from their 
Animal Care Professionals (ACPs). 

Our bongo is a male named Nakuru and he is 2.5 years old. He 
moved here to us all the way from the Great Plains Zoo in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. Even as a young animal, Nakuru is already over 
500 pounds! He thoroughly enjoys eating tree leaves and treats, 
like apples, from his ACPs. He also enjoys training behaviors, which 
help him participate in his own healthcare. 

We will be working with the SSP to bring in additional bongo in 
the future. A bongo’s gestation is over nine months, and newborn 
calves weigh around forty pounds. We are happy to grow the Zoo 
family with our newest antelope addition. Stop by the Trails of 
Africa and say “hey!” to Nakuru! 

The Ambassador Department recently welcomed new additions!  

The first addition is a female black-billed magpie named Lakota. Lakota came to the Birmingham Zoo 
from the wildlife rehabilitation center associated with Bramble Park Zoo in South Dakota. In late 
summer of 2019, police had several reports outside of Rapid City, SD of a strange bird approaching 
people and attempting to enter offices. In October of 2019, Rapid City law enforcement 
contacted animal control. A black-billed magpie had shown up at a local residence and was 
trying to steal food off of the grill! After successfully getting a piece of meat, the bird walked 
into the residence and sat at a chair by the dinner table. It wasn’t until the magpie started 
stealing coins and cards off a table while the residents were playing a game that they 
decided to alert authorities. From this information, it is believed the bird was illegally taken 
from the wild and raised by someone; it is unclear if the magpie was released or escaped. 
Typically, when this occurs, birds who have become imprinted on humans rarely thrive in 
the wild. After living at the rehabilitation center, it was determined that she could not be 
released, and she was sent to the Birmingham Zoo. The Ambassador team named her 
Lakota in honor of the Native American tribe located in the area of South Dakota where 
she was found. The name Lakota means “the allies.” When working with such a clever 
animal, developing an alliance is critical for establishing a strong relationship, so, the 
name seemed like a great fit for this amazing bird! 

Magpies are in the Corvidae (or Corvid) family, which also includes crows and ravens. The 
corvid family is extremely intelligent, sometimes being referred to as “feathered apes” 
by scientists. This amount of intellect creates both opportunities and challenges while 
training. They are able to remember where they have hidden food for nine months, are 
able to solve puzzles as well as a seven-year-old human, and can even mimic human voices. 
Currently, Lakota says several phrases including “Hey humans! What are you doing?!” and 
mimics her favorite character, Peppa Pig, by snorting like a pig. Being so clever, Lakota often 
tries to outsmart her Animal Care Professionals (ACPs). She likes to hide food above her 
habitat door, which then falls on the heads of the ACPs when they enter the space. In order to 
provide the best care for Lakota and encourage her cognitive abilities, our ultimate goal is to 
continuously work with her to keep her mentally stimulated through training and enrichment.     

In addition to Lakota, we welcomed a Solomon Island prehensile-tailed skink named Saul. 
Saul was born at the Birmingham Zoo on January 25, 2018 in the Reptile Department and 
came over to the Ambassador Department in July 2020. Saul is full of personality and is a great 
ambassador to teach guests about endemic species (species only found in one geographic 
area of the world), as these species are more susceptible to becoming endangered. His 
name comes from the beginning sound of “Solomon Islands” and was chosen by our 
remarkable volunteers. 

Saul and Lakota can soon be seen at our wildlife stage, education classes, on 
grounds pop-up demonstrations, and special events. We can’t wait to share these 
incredible additions with our Zoo guests! 

NEW ANIMAL ALERT! 

 Ambassador Animals 
BY: AMY OWENS, AMBASSADOR ANIMALS ZOOLOGICAL MANAGER  

NEW ANIMAL ALERT! 

Trails  
of Africa  

4



6

You may have heard the hammering and sawing sounds of construction going on 
behind the sea lion area this summer. By September, our two California sea lions, 
Giovanni and Farley, were able to go for a swim in their new behind-the-scenes 
pool for the first time! This 3,000-gallon salt water pool (made possible by the 
generosity of the Carroll family) gives us an additional area in which to separate 
the sea lions for their training sessions throughout the day. Upon introduction to 
the new behind-the-scenes pool, our female sea lion, Giovanni, was quite eager 
to explore the new area. She readily followed her Animal Care Professional (ACP) 
up to the pool and jumped right in. Our male sea lion, Farley, on the other hand, 
was much more hesitant to approach the new pool. After much encouragement 
from his ACP, and a lot of fish snacks, he joined Giovanni in the pool. Now that 
they are familiar with the area, Farley seems to be more fond of the new area and 
immediately heads into the pool when given access to the space. Giovanni enjoys 
spending time in the dry space so she can be ready for the next training session 
to begin. 

This behind-the-scenes pool has 3,000 gallons of man-made salt water, as well as 
a life support system that operates much like our main habitat pool. This space 
gives us an additional area in which to separate the sea lions for their training 
sessions throughout the day (and longer, if needed). Since we train our sea lions 
six to eight times a day, this pool will give us the ability to train the sea lions 
separately or together in a completely new space. It also gives us the ability 
to add more variety to their day by giving them access to different pools and 
allowing the sea lions to choose where they want to spend their time. We can 
now vary the times the sea lions are together and separate to make each day 
different. This pool also allows us to have a behind-the-scenes area for the sea 
lions when maintenance work needs to be done on our main habitat pool, such 
as our yearly pool painting. Overall, we are extremely excited for this new space 
and we are happy to add more variety to Farley and Giovanni’s day!  

Next time you are near the sea lion habitat, be sure to keep your eyes peeled 
behind the main habitat to catch a glimpse of our new behind-the-scenes pool. 
Visibility is limited from the public area, but be sure to check out the Birmingham 
Zoo website and Facebook page to stay up-to-date on the opportunity to 
participate in a behind-the-scenes tour to meet Giovanni and Farley!   

BY: LAUREN WILSON & ANGIE LAYNG,  
ANIMAL CARE PROFESSIONALS I - SEA LIONS 

NEW POOL?how cool!
In humans, there is a quick and easy urine test 
that will tell you if you are pregnant - one line or 
two? While that test can be used in great apes, 
like our female orangutan Lipz, it doesn’t work 
for most other animals. So, depending on the 
species, the Birmingham Zoo utilizes a variety of 
different tests to evaluate for pregnancy. 

Ultrasound is a great tool that allows for early 
detection, but it takes time to train an animal 
to allow voluntary ultrasound. We have used 
ultrasound to diagnose and monitor pregnancy 
in red panda and orangutan, as two examples. 
Ultrasound allows us to watch the baby grow 
and develop, as well as determine the number 
of offspring. But this method has its limitations 
when it comes to larger animals or those that 
are shy and more difficult to train. This is where 
fecal hormone monitoring comes in handy. 
Through our partnership with the South-East 
Zoo Alliance for Reproduction & Conservation 
(SEZARC) we are able to monitor progesterone, 
a reproductive hormone, by collecting fecal 
samples on an animal three times a week. A 
sustained elevation in progesterone often 
means an animal is pregnant. We have used this 
method to diagnose pregnancy in giraffe in the 
past, as well as our female Pallas’s cat, Mischa, 
among others. Hopefully you have been to 
the Zoo recently to see Mischa’s four adorable 
kittens! 

Interestingly, some animals, including cats 
and otters, can develop what is called a 
pseudopregnancy, a condition in which the body 
“thinks” it is pregnant, progesterone increases, 
and the animal gains weight but is not actually 
pregnant. Progesterone doesn’t distinguish 
between pseudopregnancy and true pregnancy. 
So, staff at the Zoo worked with SEZARC to 

determine another metabolite found in feces that 
could be used to distinguish between true and 
pseudopregnancies in black-footed cats, and we 
hope to expand that to other species. We are 
always learning new things here at the Zoo! 

But what if there is an animal that we do not 
want to breed? Perhaps she has had multiple 
offspring and her genetics are over-represented, 
or maybe she is temporarily housed with a 
sibling. Many zoos choose not to spay or neuter 
non-domestic animals in case circumstances 
change and we decide to breed them later 
on. Reversible methods of contraception are 
preferred, and some primates can simply take a 
daily birth control pill, just like people. Lipz, the 
orangutan, and Fraser, the gibbon, both take 
one every day! Unfortunately, that doesn’t work 
for animals other than primates, so for other 
animals, such as our female lion, Akili, we may 
choose to put a small hormone implant under 
the skin that prevents pregnancy. This requires 
anesthesia, so we coordinate it with their routine 
health exam. 

For large animals, such as giraffe, we can either 
use an oral medication or one of several types 
of injections that can last from a few months 
to almost a year. In some cases, we actually 
contracept the male and not the female. Lastly, 
we can always separate desired animals during 
the breeding season, which can be useful in 
species that have very short breeding seasons, 
such as Pallas’s cats who breed January through 
March. It is important to know what works well in 
each different species we care for. 

Managing pregnancies here at the Birmingham 
Zoo is one way we contribute to conservation of 
the species worldwide. 

BY: STEPHANIE MCCAIN, DVM, DIPL ACZM, DIRECTOR OF ANIMAL HEALTH 

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN 
You’re Expecting at the Zoo 

Mischa and her Pallas’s cat kittens
from earlier this year.

Manuscript published by SEZARC and BZI 

staff on black-footed cat pregnancy.

Fecal progesterone values in Mischa, Pallas’s cat. The 

elevated levels occurred during her pregnancy.

7



98 9

Protect Tomorrow. 
Embrace Today.TM

  
The Birmingham Zoo has been educating our  
community for more than sixty-five years.  
That is why Protective is honored to support  
this important institution as it continues to  
inspire a passion for conserving the natural world  
and all its inhabitants.

Lionfish, native to the Indo-Pacific, 
are a mesmerizing animal - wearing 

candy cane stripes, long, flowing fins, 
and deadly spines. However, as eye-catching 

as they may be, they are now one of the biggest 
threats to coral reefs and other marine ecosystems 
in the Western Hemisphere. The first Atlantic 
lionfish was recorded off the coast of Dania Beach, 
FL, in the late 1980s and now their ever-expanding 
range spans from Boston to Belize. 

There are several theories as to how the invasion 
began. Because of their showy nature, lionfish 
became popular with aquarists in the mid-80s. 
Accidental release by hurricanes or intentional 
release by hobbyists are the most probable causes 
for their introduction into western seas. Fish being 
dumped from ballast water (water held in the 
ballast tanks and cargo holds of ships) is another 
possibility. However, survival during the trip across 
the world is low, making this a less likely means of 
introduction. 

So, what do we know? Genetic tests show that 
the current population came from just a few 
animals – maybe as few as three. Lionfish have 
not only expanded their geographical range, 
they’ve also expanded the range of temperatures 
and depths at which they can survive. Normally 
found in shallow, warm water habitats, lionfish 
are now being found in the colder waters of the 

northeastern United States and in depths of up to 
300 feet. In the Atlantic, Caribbean, and Gulf of 
Mexico, adult lionfish have no known predators. 
Their venomous spines protect them from even the 
largest predatory fish. As a predator themselves, 
lionfish eat over 50 different species of fish and 
invertebrates throughout their introduced range. 
Some of their prey items, like juvenile parrotfish and 
small reef fish, are vital to the health of coral reefs. 
Recreationally important species like snappers and 
groupers are also food for lionfish. Unfortunately, 
these stocks of fish are already suffering from over-
fishing in most of the Gulf of Mexico. 

What can we do? Most scientists agree that 
we cannot completely extirpate lionfish from 
their introduced range. However, we can take 
steps to reduce local populations. Many coastal 
communities hold yearly lionfish tournaments to 
remove as many individuals as possible, 
and restaurants are encouraged to 
serve lionfish as part of their 
year-round menu. So, eat 
up! If you see lionfish or 
any of their other names 
on the menu - devil 
firefish, butterfly cod, 
ornate butterfly cod, 
peacock lionfish, red 
firefish, turkeyfish, 
and zebrafish – 
give it a try! The 
fish are tasty, and 
you’ll feel both full 
and satisfied that 
you’ve played a 
part in protecting 
our coral reefs and 
native fish! 

BY: JESSE DANIEL, INTERPRETATION &  
ONSITE PROGRAMS MANAGER  

THE LIONFISH invasion 



ANIMAL AREA 
VOLUNTEERS 
BY: COLLIN HOWELL, VOLUNTEER SERVICES COORDINATOR 

Volunteers have returned to the Birmingham Zoo in full force, and 
there’s a lot of work to catch up on around your Zoo! On your next 
visit to the Zoo, you will see volunteers stationed all around to 
make sure that you have a safe, fun, and educational experience. 
There are also volunteers you don’t see that help us accomplish 
our mission every day, in a huge way. Animal area volunteers are 
responsible for helping our Animal Care Professionals provide 
the best possible welfare for the animals. For Elephant Crew 
Volunteers, this is a BIG job. Volunteers in this area start their 
day by cleaning our elephant barn after a long night of our 3 
boys doing what they do best … making a mess! After cleaning, 
Elephant Crew Volunteers then move on to preparing some daily 
snacks for the bachelor herd. Meanwhile, in the Children’s Zoo 
Barn, volunteers help hose down all of the stalls and replace the 
bedding for our goats and sheep. Our volunteers even help with 
washing the dishes that our animals eat their meals out of each 
day! On the other side of the Zoo, our Giraffe Crew Volunteers 
start the morning cleaning the hoof stock yards in preparation 
for animals to start their day. These animal area volunteers truly 
help us carry out our mission of Inspiring Passion to Conserve the 
Natural World. If you are looking for a way to get involved with 
volunteering at your Birmingham Zoo, head on over to 
www.birminghamzoo.com/get-involved and see how you  
can make a difference!  

Electronics

10 11

Looking for more ways to ‘go green’? The Birmingham Zoo Green Team is here to help!

Everyone loves to upgrade their electronics, right? A new computer can make all the 
difference for schoolwork, and a new TV makes the new seasons of your favorite shows 
even more riveting. But have your ever wondered what happens to the old electronics 
that you throw out? If these items are tossed in the garbage, they may go to landfills 
where they corrode over time, releasing toxic chemicals into groundwater. In other cases, 
they are incinerated, releasing the same toxins into the air. These toxins can build up 
over time, harming local species of plants and animals, and even harming people. 

The easiest way to make sure that these toxins never make it out of the electronics is 
easy: instead of tossing your old electronics, recycle them!

This past March, the Birmingham Zoo partnered with the Jefferson County Commission 
and other local groups for our first-ever electronics recycling day. Volunteers from 
different agencies and groups, including Ramsay High School, were stationed in the 
main parking lot and helped unload electronic items brought in by the public. The event 
was a success, with over 120 vehicles representing 233 households in attendance, and 
6.5 tons of electronics! All of the donations were sent to a recycling facility to make sure 
that dangerous chemicals, such as lead, were disposed of properly, and also to extract 
useable components, like gold. Information on proper grease recycling, littering, and 
how to report illegal dumping was also handed out to the public, in an effort to help 
educate about other environmental issues in the greater Birmingham area. 

The Zoo hopes to hold another electronics recycling day in the future, to help keep 
even more items out of landfills. This is just one way that we’re living our core value of 
sustainability, and we would love for you to join us. Keep an eye on our social media 
pages to see when the next event is scheduled, and in the meantime, check with your 
local city centers for other electronics and hazardous waste recycling events. 

Remember: every little bit counts!

BY: LINDSEY HERRON, ZOO REGISTRAR 

RECYCLE YOUR

http://www.birminghamzoo.com/get-involved


HOW TO REDUCE 
YOUR WATER USETHE WILD SIDE OF LEARNING

The Birmingham Zoo’s Homeschool at the Zoo program 
has been running long enough to see kindergarteners 
grow into young adults, join our Teen Volunteer program, 
and go off to college. While this program has been 
long-established, this year it became apparent just how 
necessary it was going to be for the entire community. 
As students moved to virtual learning, safe, in-person 
socialization opportunities with their peers became thin 
on the ground.

Families who historically have homeschooled their 
children have already cracked this code – joining up in 
scheduled educational co-ops where their students can 
mingle and get to know each other. For parents who have 
sent their children to traditional school, they suddenly 
found themselves looking for a chance to supplement 
their student’s virtual learning in the same way. This year, 
the Birmingham Zoo rose to the challenge by doubling 
(and in once case tripling) the number of classes we offer. 

In order to accommodate social distancing within a 
safe learning space, the Zoo reduced overall class size, 
which lead to the decision to add extra sessions. “We’ve 
consistently filled up classes before when the class 
size was higher, so we knew with additional students 
learning from home this year, we were going to have to 

increase our capacity in a way that was safe in the current 
circumstances” said Kate Davis, Birmingham Zoo School 
Programs Manager.

These classes meet for 2 hours once a month from 
September-April. “It’s one of our most unique educational 
experiences” said Davis. “We see the students regularly 
over the year, which allows us to build upon themes 
and create engaging experiences.” Some of these 
experiences include behind-the-scenes tours through the 
elephant barn, training demonstrations, and private sea 
lion shows. “Farley (the male sea lion) kissed one of my 
students on the mouth a few years ago; it was the fishy 
highlight of her day.”

When asked if the Homeschool at the Zoo program 
factored into her decision to become a teen volunteer, 
former student MK said “Definitely. This Zoo is the 
reason I got interested in animals in the first place. I 
really enjoyed seeing the animal encounters at the end 
of class – I especially remember one time when they 
brought in a roadrunner!” 

This year, with the additional classes to ensure 
appropriate social distancing, there are over 100 
students enrolled, making it the highest homeschool 
enrollment in the Zoo’s history. “It’s a secret goal of ours 
that all of them become zoologists and come back and 
work for us” joked Davis, “but really, we are focused on 
encouraging them to explore their curiosity as it relates 
to animals and the natural world, while having a good 
time in a safe space.”

SpireEnergy.com

We’re no stranger to doing 
things the natural way.
That’s why we’re proud to support  
the Birmingham Zoo and its mission  
of inspiring passion to conserve  
the natural world.
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“Call Maintenance” are two words that don’t usually 
have good connotations. If you have to say those 
words, then you are probably having problems or 
there is a maintenance emergency. Those are certainly 
words that a maintenance technician may not like to 
hear, either, but then again, it’s our job. It’s what we do. 
We fix things, we make things better, and we are the 
backbone to keeping the Zoo running properly. 

Imagine a Zoo without a Maintenance Department and 
you can envision images of unhappy visitors because air 
conditioning and heating units aren’t working, drainage 
and sewage are backing up and flooding floors, 
electrical wiring goes unrepaired or bulbs and ballasts 
aren’t replaced, animal habitats have broken shift doors 
or safety issues that relate to their care and well-being 
... The list would go on and on, and our Zoo would 
be a mess very quickly without constant maintenance. 
These are all duties that your Maintenance Department 
performs on a daily basis. 

I view our maintenance team as superheroes! When 
you work in maintenance, you have to be a Jack (or 
Jill) of all trades. You have to be willing to do some 
pretty unappealing jobs like dealing with sewage, 

cleaning out animal filtration units and, most of 
the time, this team does jobs that nobody 

wants to do. Our maintenance 
technicians come from 
different backgrounds, but 
they all have specialties 

and that’s what makes them 
superheroes. In addition to 

doing anything and everything 
that is asked of them here at 

the Zoo, our superheroes are: 

Jimmy Johnston, Assistant 
Maintenance Manager “The 

Wood Worker” 

Daniel Fuller, Maintenance Technician  
“HVAC Man” 
Sheri Hazen, Maintenance Technician 
“Water Quality Woman” 
Randall Duncan, Maintenance 
Technician “Welding Man” 
Zach Clark, Maintenance Technician 
“Mechanic Man” 
We are the behind-the-scenes 
group of people that have the 
responsibility to complete tasks that 
help other Zoo teams provide vital 
care for animals and enhance our 
guest’s experience. Our motto is a 
simple, “We’ll Do It!” 

The next time you are at the Zoo enjoying the day and 
learning about the animals, think about how much work 
goes into providing a great experience for 
our guests. It truly is a daily, minute by 
minute, never ending function to keep 
a Zoo running and we do it all so that 
everyone can enjoy the company of 
our animals and learn about the Zoo’s 
important local and global conservation 
efforts. Our animals teach us things 
every day. We are always learning 
new ways to make things happen and 
we do whatever we can to help make 
adjustments or enhancements for the 
benefit of the animals you know and love. 

I am truly proud of our maintenance team! 
Knowing that your experience was a great 
one makes us happy, because we know 
we had something to do with it. Next time 
you’re at the Zoo and you see us in our khaki 
uniform, stop and say “Hello!” 

BY: PAUL FLOYD, MAINTENANCE MANAGER 

THE MIGHTY 
Maintenance Team 
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BY: ROBERT HOLT, OPERATIONS MANAGER 

A CELEBRATION OF THE 

Operations 
The Birmingham Zoo’s Operations Department includes several critical areas that affect not only you, our guests, but our employees and 
animals as well.  

The Park Quality Team strives to raise our cleanliness standard each day so we can present a comfortable setting for you and your family. 
We work tirelessly to ensure that the Zoo grounds are clean, while also utilizing proper recycling and waste management tactics. Our team 
separates waste and recycling, which includes items ranging from printer cartridges to plastic bottles and yes, even animal waste.  

The Rides Team evaluates all of our rides through daily multi-point inspection checklists. We enhance these daily inspections with additional 
weekly, monthly, and annual inspections to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for each guest, on every visit.  

The Zoo Services Team facilitates event set-up and break down for everything from one-day meetings to months-long holiday events. This 
team also manages inventory and coordinates deliveries of supplies and equipment to various departments around the Zoo. These supplies 
help to ensure every area has the items needed to maintain their workspaces. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented the Zoo and our community with tough challenges. However, during these times, we continue to 
adapt and learn. Back in March, when the Zoo temporarily closed, the Operations Department switched our focus to re-opening in the safest 
way possible. We started evaluating our guest experience down to each individual touchpoint, including ATMs, benches, door handles, etc. 
We continued to update and enhance our cleaning practices as new CDC guidelines were issued, to consistently keep guests and Zoo staff 
safe. Operating procedures for our rides were also updated to include cleaning between ride operations, maintenance of appropriate social 
distancing, and limited capacities. Additionally, the one-way path and social distance reminders through the Zoo were implemented by our 
Operations Department to help keep you and the animals safe. In addition to guest safety and cleanliness, our teams developed contactless 
deliveries between departments internally to limit the employee-to-employee exposure across the Zoo. We continually work to keep our 
Animal Care Professionals safe while they care for the animals you know and love. 

 Think of the Operations Department as the heartbeat of your Zoo! You may not always think about 
your heart beating or how it is functioning, but you depend on it every day to keep you going. 
Similarly, while you don’t always see these team members around the Zoo, they are always there, 
striving to provide an experience that is safe, clean, and exciting for you and your families, which 
is truly something to celebrate. Whether you are gazing at Magdalena, the cotton-top tamarin, or 
recycling your empty water bottle, the Operations Department has played a part in your journey. 
Day in and day out, the Operations Department (and all of the Zoo) works hard to live through 
our mission of Inspiring Passion to Conserve the Natural World. 

*SELECT PICTURES WERE TAKEN PRE-COVID 
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This summer, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
Birmingham Zoo’s Teen Volunteers were unable 
to volunteer on grounds at the Zoo. In response, 
12 dedicated students agreed to participate in 
the Teens for 2020 fundraising pilot program. 
Guided by the Development Department, the 
Teen Volunteers created their own fundraising 
videos to post to social media. They invited 
family and friends to join them in supporting the 
Birmingham Zoo’s Emergency Animal Fund, which 
helps to provide food, healthcare, and wellbeing 
to the animals. Each volunteer’s goal was $50, 
which they quickly surpassed, raising a total of 
over $1,000 in the first week!  

We encouraged the Teens for 2020 to continue 
their efforts. These diligent students met weekly 
with the Zoo staff over video chat, gave updates, 
and discussed ideas for their next videos. After 
spending hours developing their video appeal, 
students emailed or posted to their favorite 
social media sites. All in all, the group raised over 
$4,000 in four weeks’ time. What an amazing 
feat! Thank you, Teen Volunteers, for helping the 
Birmingham Zoo. 

If you are interested in becoming a teen 
volunteer, please visit the Birmingham Zoo 
website. 

TEENS FOR 2020 
Fundraising 

Campaign

Left to Right:  Collin Howell, Volunteer Coordinator, Miriam 

Norman, Sophia Ruckman, Rebecca Howard, Maya Lundy, McCoy 

Ward, and Volunteer Manager Casey Hobbs.  

Not pictured: Libby Brennan, Jackson Herron, and Morgan Scaife.

https://fb.watch/1ge3vV-YPC/
https://www.birminghamzoo.com/get-involved/volunteer/teen-volunteer-opportunities/
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NATURE PLAY
Seasonal

Color Sorting
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Decorate with sticks 
and stones

Leaf Rubbing

Happy Birthday 
from the Zoo!
The Birmingham Zoo is here to make your birthday one 
to remember! With a Virtual Birthday Greeting, you can 
meet your favorite animal from the comfort of your own 
home. For your special day, you can choose from pre-
recorded or live options.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CLICK HERE!

The Birmingham Zoo has announced the “Feed Your Animals: Give Today to Secure the 
Future” fundraising campaign with a goal to raise $780,000 by January 31. Protective 
Life Corporation (Protective) jump-started the campaign by awarding a $250,000 grant 
that will be combined with other matching gifts from businesses and leaders. These 
matching gifts are meant to encourage contributions to offset the Zoo’s projected $2.5 
million operating loss at year-end. Gifts made by the public will be matched dollar for 
dollar up to $390,000. 

“In these challenging times, we must invest in what makes Birmingham great. The 
Birmingham Zoo is a beloved asset in our city and offers a place where families can 
spend time outdoors, even during the pandemic,” said Rich Bielen, President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Protective. “As a community, it is important that we come together 
to protect and advance the Zoo’s future, and we hope our contribution will inspire the 
gifts of other Birmingham residents.” 

Joining forces to kick off the Zoo’s Feed Your Animals campaign are Alabama Power 
Foundation and Phyllis and Larry Wojciechowski contributing $50,000 each with 
additional funding from Daniel Foundation of Alabama, James Milton and Sallie R. 
Johnson Foundation, Altec, Inc., and Larry and Mike Kondel. 

“The Zoo is the home for these animals. They must be cared for and cannot wait 
patiently until this crisis is over,” Chris Pfefferkorn, President & CEO emphasized. 
“We are asking the public to help provide critical support through the purchase of 
Zoo Memberships and now by making a campaign gift that will be matched with the 
$250,000 grant from Protective Life Foundation and the additional matching funds.” 

Operating costs for the Zoo amount to $30,000 a day to provide food and vital care for 
its 550+ animals, including many endangered species. Even with a Payroll Protection 
Program loan that was received earlier this year, some employees had to be laid off, 
and the number of days the Zoo is open to the public was reduced to cut expenses.” 
Pfefferkorn says, “We are extremely grateful for the support of our community.” He 
adds, “Please consider signing up for or renewing your Zoo Membership and making a 
one-time or recurring donation to the ‘Feed Your Animals’ campaign at birminghamzoo.
com/donate. All of these efforts will help the Zoo cut the anticipated shortfall.” 

Vice President of Development Karen Carroll adds, “With this campaign, your gift of 
$5 becomes $10 and $100 becomes $200. Gifts of all sizes are important and make 
a tremendous difference. Stock gifts, IRA distributions, and planned gifts are also 
valuable options. We have a long way to go, but I feel confident because I believe in 
our community’s generosity and its love for the animals.” 

 Birmingham Zoo Launches  

Feed Your  
Animals

Fundraising Campaign

Renew / Gift Membership Give Today!

https://www.birminghamzoo.com/events/birthday-parties/
https://www.birminghamzoo.com/get-involved/become-a-member/
https://www.birminghamzoo.com/get-involved/donate/


2020 ZOORENDEZVOUS 
PRESENTING PARTNER
IBERIABANK 

ELEPHANT PARTNERS
Elephant Partners
Alabama Power Company
Altec
BlueCross BlueShield  
   of Alabama
Protective Life Corporation
Spire
Vulcan Materials Company 

ORANGUTAN PARTNERS
Charles and Estelle Campbell   
    Foundation 
Green Landscaping 
Medical Properties Trust, Inc. 
Nall-Whatley Foundation 
O’Neal Industries 
Pleiad Foundation 
SHKO Medicine, LLC  

GIBBON PARTNERS
Rosemary and  
   Tripp Alexander 
BBVA 
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC 
Burr & Forman LLP 
Concepts & Associates 
Consolidated Pipe &  
    Supply Co, Inc. 
CRC Insurance Services, Inc. 
CS Beatty Construction, Inc. 
DeShazo Foundation 
Encompass Health 
Goodwyn Mills & Cawood 
Integrated Solutions 
JOHN 3:16 
KPMG LLP 
Lightfoot Franklin & White 
Master Image, Inc. 
Maynard Cooper & Gale, PC 
McKinney Capital/ 
   Landscape Workshop 
Rives Construction Co., Inc. 
Southern Sky Aviation, LLC 
Spectrum Reach 

Alabama Power Foundation 
Alabama Tourism Department 
Altec-Styslinger Foundation 
Anonymous 
Ard Contracting, Inc. 
AutoTec, LLC and its employees 
Barbara Ingalls Shook Foundation 
Birmingham Coca-Cola  
  Bottling Company United, Inc. 
BlueCross BlueShield of Alabama 
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Boudra 
Bradley Arant Boult  
   Cummings LLP 
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC 
Mrs. Jane H. Brock 
Burr & Forman LLP 
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Butler Jr. 
The Carroll Family 
Charles and Estelle  
   Campbell Foundation 
City of Birmingham 
City of Homewood 
City of Mountain Brook 
City of Vestavia Hills 
Coastal Conservation Association 
Comer Foundation 
Community Foundation of  
  Greater Birmingham 
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Cooper IV 
Crawford Family Fund 

EDUCATION
Holle Family Foundation 
Nick’s Kids Foundation 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians

EMERGENCY ANIMAL FUND
Alabama Power Foundation 
AllState 
Altec, Inc. 
Anonymous Donors 
Mr. and Mrs. David Ashcraft 
Mr. Torrance Bell 
Mrs. Salina S. Bennett 
Dr. and Mrs. John S. Bivona  
Mr. Mark Bodin 
Mr. Curry Bordelon 
Ms. Georgia Brennan 
Ms. Kelly Brennan 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey B. Brewer 
The Honorable and  
   Mrs. William Cabaniss 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Carroll III 
Ms. Jennifer Cohn 
Mr. and Mrs.  
   Charles A. Collat Sr. 
Ms. Brenda Cunningham 
Daniel Foundation of Alabama 
Donald M. James  
   Family Foundation 
Mrs. Priscilla Davis and  
   Mrs. Donna Davis 
Dr. and Mrs. William H. Dodson 
Ms. Christina Frederick 
MS. Barbara Frye 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Fucich 
Ms. Beth German 
Mrs. Kristine Goddard 
Mr. Hubert Goings Jr. 
Ms. Maria Goldschmidt 
Mr. Michael Higginbotham  
   and Ms. Marilyn Sheffield 
Ms. Debra Hornsby 
Mr. Ray Hornsby 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hovenden 
Mrs. Crawford T. Johnson III 
Miss Jenna Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Katholi 
Mr. Philippe W. Lathrop and  
   Ms. Judy Crittenden 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lindsey 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Long 
Mr. David M. Loper and  
   Mr. Tom Barnett 
Ms. Donalee Luna 
Ms. Kim McConnell 
Dr. Monica M. Metzdorf 
Mr. and Mrs. David   
   Middlebrooks 
Mike and Gillian Goodrich  
   Charitable Foundation 
Ms. Eleanor K. Milender 
Mr. and Mrs. William Morgan 
Dr. Christina Ochsenbauer 

Susannah and Will Baker
Taylor + Miree      
   Construction, Inc. 
The Jerry Thomas Holton,  
   Jr. Charitable Fund 
The Thomas E.  
   Jernigan Foundation 
Thompson Tractor  
   Company, Inc. 
Vineyard Brands, Inc. 
Vulcan Industrial  
   Contractors Co., LLC 

RED PANDA PARTNERS
AmWINS Brokerage  
   of Alabama 
ARC Realty 
Birmingham Coca-Cola  
   Bottling Company  
   United, Inc. 
Bradley Arant Boult  
   Cummings LLP 
Bryant Bank 
Capstone Real Estate  
   Investments, LLC 
Cobbs Allen 
DC Scientific Pest Control 
Jimmy John’s  
Motion Industries, Inc. 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka 

FISHING CAT PARTNERS
America’s First Federal  
  Credit Union 
Aquatic Gardens  
Architectural Specialties 
Bates, Roberts, Fowlkes &  
   Jackson Insurance 
Business Interiors, Inc. 
Cadence Bank 
Covenant Sales, Inc. 
Cowin Equipment  
   Company, Inc. 
Dunn-French Foundation 
Edwards Chevrolet 
Emerant Wealth 
Goldasich, Vick & Fulk 
Grandview Medical Center 
Gray’s Tree Service 

CS Beatty Construction, Inc. 
Daniel Foundation of Alabama 
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Joey D. DuMontier  
  and Family 
Dunn Construction 
EBSCO Industries, Inc.  
   and its employees 
Full Moon Bar-B-Que 
Goodrich Foundation 
Goodwyn Mills & Cawood, Inc. 
Green Landscaping 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Harbert 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Cobb Hazelrig 
Hill Crest Foundation, Inc. 
Honda Manufacturing of  
   Alabama, LLC 
Housing Affordability Trust 
Hugh Kaul Foundation 
IBERIABANK 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. James 
James Milton and  
   Sallie R. Johnson Foundation 
Jefferson County Commission 
Jemison Investment Co., Inc. 
John B. Thompson Foundation 
John 3:16 
Junior League of Birmingham 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Kassouf 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne W. Killion 

Ms. Suzanne T. Payne 
Ms. Martha Pezrow 
Mr. Elton Posey 
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Ratliff III 
Mr. and Mrs. David Robinson 
Rotary Club of Birmingham 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rushton 
Ms. Jean Sherlock 
Ms. Betty O. Snoddy 
Doctors Peily and  
   Amanda Soong 
Ms. Wynne Speir 
State Of Alabama -  
   Department of Finance 
Ms. Beverly Jean Stewart 
Mr. Troy Wallwork 
Warren Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. James Willig 
Mr. James Winkates 
Mrs. Charlotte Wynn 
Mrs. Jennifer S. Young

GENERAL DONATIONS
Anonymous Donor 
Mr. and Mrs. E.T. Brown 
Charles and Estelle  
   Campbell Foundation 
Mr. Bruce Lyon Holt 
Jefferson County Commission 
Jerry and Carolyn Powell  
    Family Fund 
Lucille S. Beeson 
   Charitable Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. William Morgan 
Dr. Melvin L. Oakley 
Mrs. Elberta G. Reid 

SPIRE ZOOSCHOOL
BBVA Foundation 
Housing Affordability Trust 
Kinder Morgan Foundation 
 
TAILS OFF THE TRAILS 2020 
SUPPORTERS 
GIFTS OF $100 OR MORE 
Ms. Brenda Anderson 
Mr. Gary Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Anderson 
Mrs. Catherine Bailey 
Ms. Brooke Bell 
Mr. Joey Belmont and  
   Mrs. Mary Jo Belmont 
Mr. Neil Campbell 
Ms. Camille Carpenter 
Mr. Charles Carr 
Ms. Heather Chadduck 
Mr. and Mrs. Dane Cooper 
Mr. Jacob C. Dorsett 
Ms. Krystal Drummond and 
   Mr. Chris Williams 
Ms. Kylie Drummond 
Ms. Shelly Fagg 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Glover 

Tacala, LLC 
The Holton Family  
  Foundation Fund 
The University of Alabama  
   at Birmingham 
Vulcan Security Systems 
Webb Payroll Service, Inc. .

RED-CROWNED CRANE PARTNERS
Accident Spine & Rehab 
Birmingham United  
   Soccer Association 
Borland Benefield, PC 
Brandino Brass Co. 
Brooks Graphic Design 
Tracy and Al Cohn 
City Paper Company 
Gresham Smith 
Lakeview Risk Partners, LLC 
Land Title Company of Alabama 
Caroline and Mark Little 
Maridi Huggins Law, LLC 
McClellan Wealth Management 
Next Level Graphics 
Pearce, Bevill, Leesburg, Moore, P.C. 
Proxsys RX 
Red Mountain Law Group 
Riverview Animal Clinic 
RJ Young 
The Rogers Family  
   (Jake, Allison, Ellen, and Benjamin) 
Sign Faces, LLC 
Southern States Bank 
Standard Heating and Air  
Stifel 
Stonegate Wealth Management 
TCC General Contractors 
Williams Blackstock Architects 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Ritchie 
Robert R. Meyer Foundation 
Shelby County Commission 
Shipt Grocery Delivery 
SHKO Medicine, LLC 
Spire 
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Stephens 
Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust 
Taylor + Miree Construction  
The Trinka Davis Foundation 
Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation 
Thompson Foundation 
Timken Foundation 
UAB Callahan Eye Hospital 
U.S. Environmental  
   Protection Agency 
Vulcan Materials  
   Company Foundation 
Walker Area 
   Community Foundation 
Warren Family Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Weil IV 
Wells Fargo 
Mr. and Mrs. Coke Williams 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wojciechowski 
Mrs. Sally Worthen 
Zekelman Industries

*Deceased 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Faust 
Mr. and Mrs. James Filler 
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes Flynn 
Mr. and Mrs. John Frawley 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Frei 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. French 
Ms. Nancy C. Goedecke 
Mr. and Mrs. Braxton Goodrich 
Mr. and Mrs. William Goodrich 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick G. Greene 
Ms. Marianne Griffin 
Mrs. Mary R. Hanson 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J.  
   Harbert  Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Harris 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Hartline 
Ms. Susan Hayward 
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Branden Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Elias Hendricks  Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Hennessy, Jr.  
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Holloway 
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Howland 
Mr. and Mrs. Hallett Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Johnston 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Jones 
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Randall W. Jordan 
Mr. and Mrs. John Joseph 
Ms. Twila Kilgore 
Mr. Trevor King 
Mr. Philippe W. Lathrop and  
   Ms. Judy Crittenden 
Ms. Mary Pat Lawrence and  
  Mr. Todd Weiss 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lemak 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Lemak 
Mr. David M. Loper and  
  Mr. Tom Barnett 
Ms. Maggie Mange 
Ms. Melissa Mannion 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. Zach Mather 
Mr. George W. Matthews III 
Dr. Eleanor McCain 
Mr. and Mrs. Matt McCurry 
Ms. Jennifer P. McDaniel 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee McKinney 
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett McLean 
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Mitchell 
Ms. Rachel Moorehead 
Ms. Linda Penfold 
Ms. Martha Pezrow 
Ms. Lori Perkins and  
  Ms. Julia Knox 
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Jerry F. Perkins  Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Pfefferkorn 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Phillips 
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Ponder 
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Redden 
Mr. and Mrs. 

Jeremy Retherford 

Ms. Sara Elizabeth Ridgeway 
Mr. and Mrs. John Rives 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Robinson 
Ms. Leah Scalise 
Mr. Steve Schultz and  
  Ms. Kay Kornmeier 
Mrs. Richard Simmons 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Simons 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Sisson 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Sledge 
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Slocum 
Ms. Dorothy Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stadtlander 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Starling 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Steiner 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   James T. Stephens 
Stephens Foundation 
Strickland Paper 
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Taylor 
Ms. Elizabeth Tullos 
Dr. Barbara Wech and 
  Ms. Annetta Dolowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   James B. Whatley 
Mr. and Mrs. William White 
Mr. and Mrs. 
   Larry Wojciechowski 
Mr. and Mrs. Thacher Worthen 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Wright 

Hand Arendall  
   Harrison Sale, LLC 
Jemison Investment Co., Inc. 
Mayer 
Mrs. Stratton’s Salads, Inc. 
Paycor, Inc. 
Ray & Poynor Properties, Inc. 
Red Clay Technology  
   Group, Inc. 
Regions 
Retail Specialists, LLC 
Robins & Morton  
Royal Cup Coffee 
Southland International  
   Trucks 
Stewart/Perry  
Viva Health, Inc. 
Vulcan Value  
   Partners, LLC 
Warren Averett, LLC 
 
PEACOCK PARTNERS
A.G. Lighting, LLC 
Adam Mestre and Family 
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Alexander 
AutoTec 
Bright Future Electric 
Brookline Capital  
  Partners, LLC 
Capital Strategies Group 
Drummond Company, Inc. 
Humble Law, LLC
Bill and Walker Jones 
KC Projects, LLC 
Luckie & Company 
McGriff, Seibels &  
   Williams, Inc. 
Medical Business Management 
Meeks Environmental  
  Services, LLC 
Merrill Lynch 
New Capital Partners 
RxBenefits, Inc. 
Scott and Cameron Vowell 
Shaun and Melissa Yan 
Starnes Davis Florie LLP 
Stewart and Crawford Jones 
StrategyWise 
Synovus 

KPMG LLP 
Leon Aland Family Foundation 
Linn-Henley Charitable Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Logan 
Mr. David M. Loper 
Lucille S. Beeson Charitable Trust 
Mayer  
Maynard Cooper & Gale 
McKinney Capital/  
   Landscape Workshop 
Medical Properties Trust, Inc. 
Mike and Gillian Goodrich  
   Charitable Foundation 
Ms. Dottie L. Mitchell 
myeyedr. 
Mr. Wally Nall III 
Nall-Whatley Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Nielsen 
O’Neal Industries 
The P and C Carroll Foundation 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Protective Life Corporation 
Publix Super Markets Charities 
William T. Ratliff, Jr. * 
RealtySouth 
Red Diamond Coffee and  
   Tea Company 
Redmont Park Historic  
   District Foundation 

Mr. Steven Hanson 
Mr. Brian H. Hoffman 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Jones 
Mr. James Kelley 
Ms. Jessica Lane 
Mr. James B. Laughlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Marsh 
Mr. Justin Mayfield 
Mr. John McMahon 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Meadows 
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Mestre 
Ms. Jane Nelson 
Mr. David Norris 
Mr. Cameron Pappas 
Mr. and Mrs. George Salem, III 
Ms. Shawna Samford 
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff St. Denis 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Thoma 
Mr. and Mrs.  
   Michael D. Thompson 
Mr. Jesse S. Vogtle Jr. 
Vulcan Value Partners, LLC 
Ms. Brooke Wahl 
Mr. Roy Wood  Jr.

ZOORENDEZVOUS 2020 
SUPPORTERS 
GIFTS OF $100 OR MORE 
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Scott Abele 
Mr. and Mrs. Maseem Ajlouny  
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Aland, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Aland 
Altec, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Anderson 
Ms. Louise Balazs 
Mr. John F. Barefield  Jr. 
Ms. Joyce Baumhauer 
The Honorable and  
   Mrs. Gray Borden 
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B.   
   Botsford 
Ms. Elna Brendel 
Ms. Audrey Brown 
Mr. Randy Burleson 
Mr. and Mrs.  
   George B. Butler Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Carroll III 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Chapman 
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Collier 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Collins 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Comer 
Ms. Stephanie K. Cooper 
Mr. and Mrs.  
  Mark A. Crosswhite 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. David Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Mark Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan DeMoss 
Mr. and Mrs. Joey D. DuMontier 
Mrs. Lindsey Durham and  
   Ms. Kerra Killingsworth 
Ms. Shannon Dye 
Ms. Jordan Estus 

We know it's “kudos,“ but we're a zoo!
2020 Corporate Partners As of October 22, 2020

Major Supporters Over the Last Five Years (contributions of $25,000+)

Generous Donors between June 1, 2020 and September 30, 2020

212121

Kudus
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An Animal Lantern Celebration 
at the Birmingham Zoo!

Purchase tickets in advance – limited spots available!

wildGlow

Featured SponsorsPresented by

NOV 18 - JAN 18

MEMBERS RECEIVE A DISCOUNT

https://www.birminghamzoo.com/events/glowwild/

