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Your Birmingham Zoo is an incredible organization supported by phenomenal people — our ded-
icated staff and volunteers, Board of Directors, donors, valued Zoo members, and the community. 
Thank you for making 2019 a successful year of historic transformation. You play an important role 
in making our mission possible, and I am proud of what we have achieved through decades of 
hard work and commitment. Guests from all over the world walk through the Zoo’s paths, meeting 
over 580 wildlife ambassadors from six continents.

Our Zoo family grew bigger this year when we welcomed two young male African elephants, Luti and Gadze. Ages 9 and 10, 
both bulls came to us from San Diego Zoo Safari Park and joined our older resident male African elephant, Bulwagi (age 38). 
Both boys spent the remainder of the year getting acclimated to their new home, exploring the habitat, and settling into the 
only all-male African elephant herd in North America.

Our vision to conserve wildlife and wild places is what fuels our dedication to preserving endangered and vulnerable species. 
We take pride in being part of the global conservation effort by institutions accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquari-
ums (AZA) to ensure animals of various species will survive into the future. A portion of each admission ticket and Zoo member-
ship goes toward conservation, and every visitor is an important asset in conserving species locally in our own backyard — and 
around the world.

We started the summer season with the completion of our striking new entrance and expansive Hugh Kaul Plaza overlooking 
Henley Park. On June 27, hundreds of supporters and friends of the Zoo attended our Ribbon Cutting Dedication for Phase II of 
the Renew the Zoo Capital Campaign. I was honored to have Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfin speak and cut the ceremo-
nial ribbon, along with Robert Aland (Zoo Board Chair), Cissy Jackson (former Zoo Board Chair and Counsel to the Office of 
Senator Doug Jones), and F. Dixon Brooke, Jr. (Renew the Zoo Capital Campaign Chair). The dedication officially welcomed our 
guests to a new and unique experience.

Your Zoo has become one of the region’s most visited and beloved cultural institutions. Every year, over a half million guests en-
joy the Birmingham Zoo. Many of them visit for the first time. Many of them return again and again, bringing family and friends. 
Many of them become supporters, donors, and valued members. Our organization has been a staple in the lives of families 
spanning multiple generations.

The strength of the Birmingham Zoo’s legacy is unparalleled. We continue to offer new programming and added experiences 
that make our Zoo a top destination throughout the year. Our annual report provides a snapshot into the memorable moments, 
animals, and people that make your Zoo thrive. Turn the page to read our stories, learn about our passions, and reimagine the 
future of your Zoo.

The potential for your organization is truly unlimited. I ask for your continued support in moving the Birmingham Zoo boldly and 
confidently forward in this tradition of excellence for another 64 years. Your Zoo’s accomplishments would not be possible without 
your unwavering dedication and endless encouragement. I look forward to working together in the coming year to find new ways 
to expand partnerships and programs that impact our community, forever Inspiring Passion to Conserve the Natural World.

Front cover: Bulwagi (middle), the reigning bull of the African elephant 
bachelor herd, watches over new arrivals Luti (left) and Gadze (right). Photo 
courtesy of Gianna Quarello, Zoo volunteer. Below L to R: Farley the California 
sea lion, Khan the jaguar, rainbow lorikeets, and Thor the dwarf Nigerian goat.

Chris Pfefferkorn
President & CEO
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NEW KIDS ON 
THE BLOCK
Bulwagi, the Zoo’s presiding African bull elephant at 38 

years of age, took on two new students — Lutsandvo and 

Ingadze, affectionately called Luti and Gadze (right). The 

two younger males arrived from San Diego Zoo Safari Park 

to join the unique bachelor herd at Birmingham Zoo on a 

recommendation from the Species Survival Plan (SSP). The 

move enables them to watch and learn from the larger and 

older Bulwagi, a crucial mentoring step in their becoming            

mature bull elephants. 

Luti, 9, and Gadze, 10, are approaching puberty, which is 

the optimum age to separate from their maternal herd and 

become part of an all-male group, as they would in the wild. 

Their absence from their former herd in San Diego allows 

those females to focus on the younger calves in their care. 

The Zoo’s bachelor herd of African elephants remains the 

only one in the country, and an important part of the global 

elephant conservation effort by AZA-accredited zoos to 

ensure the survival of this endangered species. 

Above, the two young African elephants, Luti and Gadze, in their new home at the 
Zoo. On  the facing page L to R: reigning bull Bulwagi; Luti and Gadze enjoying a 
mud bath; and 18-year-old Callee, who was under the tutelage of Bulwagi for eight 
years. Earlier in the year, Callee moved on to a breeding herd in Omaha’s Henry 
Doorly Zoo where he will help produce calves among the five resident females. 
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STORIES

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
The American flamingos are enjoying an enormous upgrade at the habitat that these 22 genteel 
birds call home. The Zoo Junior Board’s ‘Tails in the Trails event funded the specially designed 
renovation that resembles the birds’ native lagoons and mudflats with an expanded beach and 
room for them to breed and build their foot-high mud nests. The area also includes an indoor 
space where the flamingos can shelter in inclement weather. 

Flying High 
Moving day for golden eagles Zeagle and Phoenix meant a 
new expanded habitat in the Alabama Wilds. The two raptors 
came under the care of the Zoo through a partnership with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to house non-releasable 
eagles. The habitat’s new signage goes beyond eagle facts 
to enlighten guests on how human choices impact animals, 
such as recommending that hunters in the forests of Alabama 
use copper bullets rather than lead to prevent poisoning these 
majestic birds and other species that can ingest lead shrapnel 
in unretrieved game. Special thanks to the Zoo’s Junior Board, 
Zekelman Foundation, and the Walker Area Community 
Foundation for their support of the new habitat. 

Never Before
For the first time, the Zoo now houses a pair of red-crested 
turacos. The national bird of Angola, these birds display beauti-
fully subtle rainbow colors over their bodies, and make calls that 
sound somewhat like a monkey. 

Ambassador Gilligan
Gilligan the American alligator joined the Zoo’s Ambassador 
Animal team. Now, he can walk onto the stage and show 
groups how the Endangered Species Act’s conservation efforts 
restored his species, which was once in decline. Gilligan also 
educates on the importance of apex predators (those at the top 
of their food chain), as well as their role as a keystone species on 
which others in their ecosystem largely depend. 
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L to R: Gilligan the American alligator; a red-crested turaco; 
and Zeagle and Phoenix the golden eagles.



 

 A 
GRAND 
ENTRANCE
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After five years of design and construc-
tion, the Zoo’s striking new entrance 
opened in June, offering an expansive 

welcome experience for guests. This second 
phase of the Zoo’s $18+ million capital cam-
paign replaces old structures with a two-story 
educational and administration complex, two 
breathtaking plazas, natural play areas, and an 
event lawn. 

The beauty and versatility of the Hugh Kaul 
Plaza, Altec/Styslinger Learning Center, Wells 
Fargo Overlook, and board room are aimed at 
enticing the community to host its own cele-
brations on Zoo grounds — such as weddings 
and corporate gatherings — exposing even 
more people to the Zoo’s mission. For educa-
tional outreach, the Altec/Styslinger Learning 
Center provides a setting for introducing more 
audiences to the Zoo’s many species and 
conservation efforts. 

The transformation also expands ticket-booth 
capacity to better manage the growing 
influx of visitors, and modernizes the gift 
shop, membership office, and first-aid sta-
tion. The remaining phase of the Renew the 
Zoo campaign will create the Asian Passage 
habitat to house species such as the Sumatran 
orangutan, red panda, Komodo dragon, and 
Malayan tiger.



CONSERVATION

golden eagle
Amy Trousdale in the 
Children’s Zoo joined the 
Alabama Division of Wildlife 

and Freshwater Fisheries to 
tag golden eagles in the eastern 

U.S. with transmitters that provide data 
about their habits and migration. The 
Zoo also helps fund the purchase of the 
transmitters.

black-footed 
ferret
Animal Care Professional 
Sam Cohen traveled 
to the Louisville 
Zoo Conservation 
Center’s large 
black-footed ferret 
colony to study the 
birthing season of this species 
that was previously on the brink 
of extinction.

bird collision research
For the second year, Jessie Griswold 
in the Animal Health Center is 
assessing avian mortality from 
window strikes in Birmingham on 
migratory and year-round 
bird populations in 
urban areas.  

cotton top 
tamarin  
A female cotton 
top tamarin, 
Lena, arrived from 
Texas to pair and breed with the 
Zoo’s male, Adam. 

gorillas, rhinos & 
elephants  
The Zoo gave 
more than 
$32,000 in 
direct cash 
contribu-
tions to partner 
conservation organizations 
to protect rhinos, gorillas, 
and elephants in Africa.

pallas’ cat
Scott Kayser in the Predator 
Department returned to Mongolia 

to expand work with the 
renowned Dr. Bariushaa 
Munkhtsog on Pallas’ 
cats, a near-threatened 
species. 
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pallas’ cat
In preparation for breeding 

season, Pallas’ cats Mischa 
and Bataar were successfully 
introduced after extensive 
preparation.

black-footed cat
The Zoo’s two black-
footed cats, Rhaegal 
and Conan, were 
successfully introduced, 

with the aim of increasing 
their species’ vastly 

diminished 
population.

giraffe
The Zoo’s Kiwanis 
Giraffe Encounter 
generated $800 
for the Giraffe 

Conservation 
Foundation. This will 

help the Operation Twiga Tracker 
program collar 250 giraffe across 
            Africa to better understand 
                      their movements.

southern 
cassowary  
A keystone species 
in the Australian 
rainforest, this 
bird is increasingly 
threatened by human 
disturbance. Carrie Brooks 
in the Education Department 
worked with a team to develop 
a device discouraging 
them from approaching 
roadways.

chipangali large 
carnivore project 
The Zoo maintains a strong 
relationship with the 
nonprofit Chipangali 
Wildlife Orphanage in 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 
with Zoo President and CEO 
Chris Pfefferkorn serving on the board of 
directors. The orphanage rescues and cares 
for orphaned, injured, abandoned, abused, 
or confiscated Southern African wild animals. 
Zoo staff works on the Chipangali Large 
Carnivore project, conducting biodiversity 
studies on leopards and brown hyena 
populations near Matopos National Park.

 wolf
Tiffaney McClendon traveled to Missouri to work 
with the Endangered Wolf Center on bridging 
the gap between people and wolves through 
conservation education.

laughing 
kookaburra  
The Zoo conducted sexing 
of their kookaburra’s eggs 

via blood draws in search 
of females to offset the heavily 

male-skewed population             
in zoos. 

west african black-
crowned cranes 
A pair of West African black-
crowned cranes hatched in 
May. These were the 

first hatches of this 
species at the Zoo in 

more than 20 years.

elephant  
Callee, the Zoo’s 

18-year-old African 
bull elephant, moved to Omaha’s 
Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium to 
join its breeding herd.

serving green  
Bridget Weidner of the Animal 
Health Center worked to make 
the Zoo’s Nourish 205 one of the 
first restaurants in Alabama to earn 
Green Restaurant Certification 
by adjusting the types of waste 
produced. 

KEY

 
Species Survival 
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A Zoo for All 
The Zoo made great strides in 2019 toward ensuring 
more access and a fun experience for guests who 
have disabilities. A new Sensory Room near the 
entrance provides a calming environment for those 
with sensory processing needs, along with weighted 
lap pads, noise-canceling headphones, fidget tools, 
and designated quiet zones. Visually-impaired 
guests are presented with a V.I.P. (Visually Inclusive 
Program) bag that includes objects to touch, hear, 
or smell, all correlated to habitats, along with the 
option of interacting with tactile exhibits throughout 
the grounds. The Zoo offers accessible pathways, 
restaurants, restrooms, train and carousel rides, and 
parking. To provide even greater access, automatic 
doors have been added to several buildings.

Better Equipped 
The Zoo’s beloved 15-year-old lion, Kwanza, was the 
first animal to receive cold laser therapy at the Zoo 
from the latest acquisition in the Veterinary Depart-
ment’s arsenal of care, thanks to generous gifts from 
Jefferson County and the Jefferson County Veterinary 
Association. The laser treatments ease pain without 
the use of drugs, making it a valuable piece of equip-
ment for the more than 580 animals under the Zoo’s 
stewardship. In addition to the laser, the funding cov-
ered a new hospital van, blood gas analyzer, surgical 
equipment, and a dental radiograph system.

Testing the Waters
The Zoo worked on the Alabama Water Watch 
project with the Alabama Division of Wildlife 
and Freshwater Fisheries. Teachers were trained 
to guide students in performing citizen science 
tests on area water sources. The Zoo’s Education 

Department staff also learned to test water 
throughout the Zoo to measure its impact on area 
waterways. Test results from both the students and 
staff were entered into a statewide database. 

Breaking Records 
Held on the new Hugh Kaul Plaza, ZooGala 2019 
topped all prior fundraising efforts, raising $457,000 
for educational programming and animal care. 
IBERIABANK sponsored the elegant gathering for 
the 10th consecutive year. The “South American 
Sizzle ‘n’ Samba”-themed event was co-chaired by 
Jayna Goedecke, Amanda Hawkins, and Stewart 
Jones, while Amanda Davis acted as the ZooGala 
advisor. Honorary chairs Phyllis and Larry Wojciech-
owski thrilled attendees by announcing their sur-
prise $50,000 ZooGala gift, as well as $25,000 to 
support the Zoo’s PiCA (Passion into Conservation 
Action) program. Plans are underway to re-envision 
the 2020 event as ZooRendezvous in celebration of 
the Zoo’s 65th anniversary.

Dedication 
The astounding 31,755 hours graciously given by 
the 243 community volunteer members last year 
ensured the Zoo’s crucial role continued in the city 
of Birmingham. Adult volunteer Eric Simons logged 
437 hours to emerge as the Zoo’s No. 1 adult volun-
teer, while top teen volunteer Luca Samuels contrib-
uted 356 hours.

Below L to R: Volunteer George Butler interacts with guests; a 
young visitor engages through the biofacts in the Visually Inclusive 
Program bag; and ZooGala co-chair Jayna Goedecke, honorary 
chairs Larry and Phyllis Wojciechowski, and co-chairs Stewart 
Jones and Amanda Hawkins. Right page: ZooSchool lessons in the 
butterfly pavilion.

HIGHLIGHTS
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NATIONAL HONOR
Spire ZooSchool won the 2019 Award for Significant Achievement in Educational Programming, the top educational 
honor in the nation given by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. The program’s design, conservation promotion, 
and innovation were recognized in the weeklong sessions that drew over 500 seventh-graders to the Zoo where con-
servation was integrated into language arts, science, tech, and math lessons. ZooSchool is supported by grants from 
Spire and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency with additional support from foundations and individuals. 13 
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TRAINING

OPOSSUM
Olivia, the Virginia opossum, now allows staff to 
peep into her pouch so they can watch joeys’grow, 
monitor for issues, and count the youngsters. This 
year’s result was eight healthy joeys.

GIRAFFE
Getting a 15-foot-tall 

giraffe to stand calmly 
while having a pedi-
cure can be precar-
ious. With training, 
Willow now volun-
tarily rests her hoof 
on an elevated block 

to permit veterinary 
staff to inspect and ap-

ply conditioner. 

MONKEY
Huey, the De Brazza’s 

monkey, has Cha-
gas’ disease. His 
training allows him 
to willingly par-
ticipate in blood 
draws that enable 
veterinary staff to 

carefully monitor his 
condition. 

TOUCANS
Animal Ambassadors Java 

and Serta, both green 
aracaris, learned to fly 
without tethers and can 
now fly freely as part of 
the conservation mes-
sage of the Zoo’s UAB 
Callahan Eye Hospital 

Wildlife Stage shows.

RHINO
Ajabu, a southern white rhino, had a small, two-
inch crack on the tip of her horn. With training, she 
allowed staff to trim her horn which stopped the 
crack from spreading.

BLACK BEAR
American black bears shed their thick, shaggy 
winter coats each year. But Bety’s coat tends to 
mat, preventing shedding. Thanks to training, 
Bety now presses her back and sides against a 
mesh, so staff can remove the mats and apply 
leave-in conditioner. 

ORANGUTAN
Zoo staff worried that Sumatran orangutan Oliver 
would need a root canal. They trained him to hold 
his mouth open at a special port so they could 
capture dental radiographs without anesthesia. 
Results showed he did not need the procedure.



ZooRun 2019
More than 600 people participated in ZooRun, 
raising over $19,000 for Global Conservation 
Corps (GCC). Organized by the Birmingham 
Chapter of the American Association of Zoo 
Keepers, every registration paid for one child’s 
experience in Future Rangers, a program of 
GCC and Timbavati Game Reserve in South Afri-
ca, inspiring children from rural areas to consider 
ranger careers. 

Dream Night at the Zoo 
For many years, the Zoo has partnered with 
Children’s of Alabama to provide Dream Night, 
an evening when patients and their families can 
experience encounters with the Zoo’s Animal 
Ambassadors and talks with Zoo staff. The event 
is sponsored by McKinney Capital/Landscape 
Workshop. 

‘Tails in the Trails 
The Zoo’s Junior Board raised more than 
$100,000 through its ‘Tails in the Trails event 
for improvements to the flamingo habitat. This 
year’s function was presented by Blair Exteriors 
& Commercial Roofing and featured sponsors 
BB&T and Raymond James, drawing more than 
600 guests. With the completion of the ex-
pansive flamingo exhibit in 2019, the board is 
shifting its focus now to raising funds for a new 
cougar/bobcat habitat.

Zoo, Brews & Full Moon Bar-B-Que 
This fifth annual family-friendly event was held in 
June with sample drinks from 39 breweries from 
all over the United States, food from sponsor 
Full Moon Bar-B-Que, rides on the Red Diamond 
Express train, animal greetings, walkabouts, and 
special children’s activities. 

Boo at the Zoo 
The Zoo transformed into “Spidermania” 
for 18 nights in October. Greeted by Marvel 
superheroes, costumed guests of all ages 
shivered with delight during the creepy-craw-
ly adventure, which included orb-weaver 
spiders, trick-or-treating in the Alabama Wilds, 
Ghoul School, and a Monster Mash dance in 
the Children’s Zoo. Bat Chats explained these 
amazing flying mammals’ abilities. The event 
was presented for the ninth year by Wells 
Fargo with featured sponsors Publix Super 
Market Charities and Spire. 

ZooLight Safari 
More than a million lights twinkled during 
ZooLight Safari, presented by Wells Fargo and 
sponsored by Spire. Festivities included carol-
ing with Singing Santa, rides on the Jingle Bell 
Carousel and Candy Cane Train, drops down a 
Polar Plunge Slide, posing for photos with 15-
foot inflatable polar bears, and reindeer games 
at Henley Park. 

EVENTS
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CELEBRATE

The Birmingham Zoo’s  skilled and 
attentive care to its residents has 

no greater testament than this year’s 
birthdays of its venerable elders. 

TADPOLE turned 41 this year. 
He has already surpassed the 
average lifespan of hippos in human 
care by five years.

OLIVER celebrated his 39th 
birthday this year. He is the second 
oldest male Sumatran orangutan 
in the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums/North America (AZA). In 
2015, he was diagnosed with heart 
disease, which is common in great 
apes. He had an implantable loop 
recorder (ILR) placed in 2017 to con-
tinuously record his heart rhythm, 
and became the only orangutan in 
North America with an ILR.

DINO, a yellow-backed duiker, 
turned 22 years old — several years 
beyond the species’ 18- to 20-year 
life expectancy under human care. 
Dino is one of the oldest male 
duikers at  any of the 240 AZA 
institutions.



special thanks
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Brooklyn Anderson
Laurel Anderson
Kira Andrews
Charles Anthony
Aiden ‘Emilo’ Aparicio
Gates Arnold
Christopher Atkinson
John Peter Aufdemorte
Elizabeth Bailey
Gracie Beasley
Willow Beaudry
Isabella Berry
Trisha Bheemanathini
Ella Boggan
Harper Bowling
Coleman Braddock
Christopher Brasher
Libby Brennan
Henry Brooks
Anna Elizabeth Brown
Sydney Burchfield
Claire Capps
Camari Carter
Nikhita Chintareddy
Karen Colin
Cameron Collier
Molly Cooper
Catherine Corley
Sophie Cornelius
Sara Crocker
Lindsay Culpepper
Sadie Currie
Kennedy Davis
Lindsay Davis
Natalie Davis
Ariel Dean
Logan Denson

Chandler Diamond
Hope Dill
Natalie Doerfler
Addison Downey
Emily Elam
Emme Elgin
Alyssa Estes
Mahmoud Fathal-
lah-Shaykh
Lauren Flannelly
Caspar Fournier
Ana Maria Freeman
Emerson Freeman
Eli Funk
Marcelo Gaitan-Wolfe
Leah George
David Gleason
Seth Graben
Davis Gray
Savannah Griffin
Lester Harbison
Iain Harris
Walker Harris
Rhianna Helmers
Abigail Henley
Gabriel Hicks
Emma Higey
Aureanna Hinrichs
Molly Hjetland
Zachary Holley
Halli Hollingsworth
Ella Howell
Deja Huntley
Mary Kathryn Hyche
Sara ‘Sally’ Isbell
Jahmeiah Jackson
Mary Kaitlyn Johnson
Payten Kemp
Markaya Kennedy
Markesia Kennedy
Angela Kibe
Alexa Kidd

Lawson Kidd
Andrew King

Adonijah Kipruto
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Jonathan Labrador
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Sarah Laney
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Madelyn Mills
J’Caius Moore
Lee Moore
Tristan Moore
Ella Jane Morton
Molly Muir
Tyler Mussleman
Graydon Newman
Miriam Norman
William Palacios
Kiera Palmer
Hailey Pearson
Emma Peng
Andrea Pitman
A’Niya Pleasant
Abrianna Porco
Jai Pruitt
Emily Rabbideau
Sophia Rabbideau
Kelvin Rackley
Enjoli Riddle
Wilson Riley
Lauren Rogers
Keegan Rollf
Sophia Ruckman
Luca Samuels
Natalie Sandoval
Morgan Scaife
Nia Settles
George Simpson
Andrew Smith
Jeremiah Smith
Kallie Smith
Madison Smith
Kenny Spears
Ivy Spence

Theresa Stephens
Destine Stevens
Kaitlyn Strickland
Abby Tanner
Aaron Thornell
Abigail Tillery
Auryn Tillette
Ahmad Tobasei
Tulley Torbert
Ilana Touger
Zachary Touger
Erin Townes
Lea Townsend
Oona Vickery
Alivia Wagoner
Kenneth Wang
Sam Wasko
Lauryn Wedgworth
Katie White
Elizabeth Whitmer
Aaliyah Williams
Deja Williams
Laylah Williams
Baylin Wilson
Markaya Wilson
Audrey Womack
Kayleigh Wood
Kayla Woods
Linley Wyatt
Akshat Yaparla

adult volunteers
Louise Abroms
Shelia Alexander
Susan Alexander
Annalise Allain
Dottie Ammon
James Arnold
Beth Ballock
Linda Barnard
Jenine Bastas
Autumn Baughn
Sarah Baumgartner
Aaron Binion
Amber Bisenieks
Saharie Bowman
Gordon Brewer Jr.
Carolyn Brockman
Naomi Buklad
George Butler, Jr.

Candi Canterbury
Ronnie Chapleau
Charm Chapman
Justyss Chi
Ty Clark
Joan Crawford
Teresa Dambach
Laura Darnell
Ellen Deramus
Mary Windstorm Dickinson
John Doggett
Perry Dowell
Paige Drouillard
Cristen Eustice
Janeice Everhart
Peyton Fralick
Frances Gilroy
Terra Hayden
Anna Henrikson
William Higginbotham
Sally Hirschberg
Todd Homan
Sarah Homoky
Ben Hornstein
Steven Tanner Hunter
Emily Johnson
Kelly Johnson
Malgorzata Kasztan
Virgil (ray) Kicker
Abby Martin
James Martinez
Julia Mazanec
Sherald McAulay
Denise McClay
Dena McDaniel
Kevin McDonough
Trevor McMullen
Elizabeth Meagher
Elise Mikell
Caroline Miller
Krystal Moore
Parker Morrow
Katelynn Murry
Becky Neuberger
Nita Oliver
Ronald Ozeki
Steve Parillo
Kimberly Rachel Patterson
Sheena Patton
Hannah Perz

Emil the 
southern cassowary

Alabama Peanut Company
Alabama Power Company
Altos Tequila
Aquatic Gardens
B&A Warehouse
Birmingham Budweiser
Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling 
   Company United, Inc.
Cocina Superior
Concepts & Associates
Cowfish
CS Beatty Construction
Fairhope Brewing Company
Frutta Bowls
Full Moon Bar-B-Que
Galley & Garden

IBERIABANK
Iz Weddings & Events
Jimmy John’s
Kathy G. & Co, Inc.
Mayfield Dairy Farms
Miss Dots
Newk’s Eatery
Piggly Wiggly
Red Diamond Coffee and 
   Tea Company
Spectrum Reach
Taste Birmingham Zoo
Taylor + Miree Construction
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Trader Joe’s

2019 in-kind gifts

2019 tributes & memorials

Anonymous	 in Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Ireland II
Birmingham Business Alliance	 in Honor of Nancy Goedecke
Dr. and Mrs. Frans Booyse	 in Honor of Karen Carroll
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Botsford	 in Honor of Stewart Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Crawford	 in Honor of Hunter Crawford
Farris, Riley & Pitt, LLP	 in Honor of David M. Loper
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Gerndt	 in Honor of Libba Denney
Mr. Bill Jones	 in Honor of Walker Jones
Ms. Heather Kaiser	 in Honor of Carole Resnick, for your love of all 
	    things feathered and furry!
Mr. and Mrs. Woody Kennedy	 in Honor of Wally Nall III
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Morrow	 in Honor of Sam Morrow
Mr. Benjamin Lyerly	 in Honor of Shiloh Kirkpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Shaw	 in Honor of Philippe Lathrop
Mr. and Mrs. John Philpot	 in Honor of Justin Philpot and Matthew Hardeman
Mr. and Mrs. Andy White	 in Honor of Dewey and Annie White
Mr. Bennet Burton	 in Memory of Erynn Hayward
Mr. and Mrs. J. Witty Allen	 in Memory of Val Jackson
Leon Aland Family Foundation	 in Memory of Leon and Leanore Aland
Ms. Janice T. Harvill	 in Memory of Herbert S. Harvill

Julia Perz
Sarah Perz
Melanie Pittman
Betsy Postlethwait
Gianna Quarello
Dylan Ray
Timothy Richey

Kaitlyn Ryan
Lee Sanderson
Eric Simons
Lauren Sizemore
Jennifer Smith
Crystal Spencer
Jordan Thompson

Marcella Thompson
Becki Vance
Donna Ward
Joseph Whitaker
Tasha Williams
Matheu Woodall
Chandler Yessick

Volunteer Susan Alexander 
leads a class
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statement of activit ies

2019 CORPORATE PARTNERS

ZooGala Presenting Sponsor
IBERIABANK

Special Thanks
Larry and Phyllis Wojciechowski

Elephant Partners
Alabama Power Company
Altec, Inc.
Blair Exteriors & Commercial Roofing
BlueCross BlueShield of Alabama
McKinney Capital/Landscape Workshop
Spire
Vulcan Materials Company

Orangutan Partners
Green Landscaping
Medical Properties Trust, Inc.
Protective Life Corporation

Gibbon Partners
Jennifer and Jimmy Ard
BB&T
BBVA
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC
Bridgeworth Financial
Burr & Forman LLP
Consolidated Pipe & Supply Co, Inc.
CRC Insurance Services, Inc.
CS Beatty Construction, Inc.
Encompass Health
ENERGEN Corporation
Goodwyn Mills & Cawood, Inc.
JOHN 3:16
KPMG LLP
Lightfoot Franklin & White
Maynard Cooper & Gale
McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.
Nall-Whatley Foundation
Raymond James
Rives Construction
SHKO Medicine, LLC
Southern Sky Aviation
Spectrum Reach
SSA
Taylor + Miree Construction
Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation
Vineyard Brands

Red Panda Partners
AmWINS Group
ARC Realty
Bagby Elevator Company, Inc.

Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
   United, Inc.
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Bryant Bank
Capstone Real Estate Investments, LLC
Merrill Lynch
Motion Industries, Inc.
Vulcan Industrial Contractors

Fishing Cat Partners
Alabama Controls, Inc.
Rosemary and Tripp Alexander
America’s First Federal Credit Union
Aquatic Gardens & Fountains, Inc.
Brandino Brass Company
Business Interiors, Inc.
Butler Snow LLP
Cadence Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Carroll III
Cobbs Allen
Concepts & Associates
Cory Watson PC
Cowin Equipment Company, Inc.
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc.
Dunn-French Foundation
Emerant Wealth
Grandview Medical Center
Hand Arendall Harrison Sale, LLC
Jemison Investment Co., Inc.
Stewart and Crawford Jones
Medical Business Management
Mrs. Stratton’s Salads, Inc.
New Capital Partners
O’Neal Industries
Penny and Ruffner Page
Paycor, Inc.
Ray & Poynor Properties, Inc.
Red Clay Technology Group, Inc.
Robins & Morton Group
Southland International Trucks
Stifel
Thompson Tractor Company
Vulcan Value Partners, LLC

Peacock Partners
AEA Group, LLC
AutoTec, LLC, and its Employees
Gray’s Roofing and Tree Service
Walker and Bill Jones
KC Projects, LLC
Metro Trailer
Retail Specialists

Riverview Animal Clinic
Royal Cup Coffee
StrategyWise
Synovus
Vulcan Security Systems
Webb Payroll Service, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Welden
Kathy and Mat Whatley

Red-Crowned Crane Partners
A.G. Lighting, LLC
Courtney and Rip Andrews
Alabama Graphics & Engineering 
   Supply, Inc.
Atlas Senior Living
BioLife Plasma Services
Birmingham United Soccer Association
Borland Benefield
Nina and Ken Botsford
Bright Future Electric
Brookline Capital Partners, LLC
Hunter and Tom Chapman
Tracy and Al Cohn
Drummond Company, Inc.
Grafx Design & Digital
Graham & Company, LLC
Jimmy John’s
Lakeview Risk Partners, LLC
McClellan Wealth Management
Meeks Environmental Services, LLC
Next Level Graphics
Oakworth Capital Bank
Pearce, Bevill, Leesburg, Moore, P.C.
Proxsys RX
RJ Young
Lacy and Charles Robinson
Mrs. Allen Rushton
Sign Faces, LLC
Mrs. Richard Simmons
Southern States Bank
Standard Heating and Air
Starnes Davis Florie LLP
Stonegate Wealth Management
Tacala, LLC
TCC General Contractors
The Management Advantage
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Vowell and Associates, LLC
Williams Blackstock Architects
Wynn’s Grain & Spice
Melissa and Shaun Yan

FINANCIALS

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS WITHOUT 
DONOR RESTRICTIONS

Support and Revenues

Admissions
Membership Dues
Rides and Attractions
Concessions Commission
Program and Camp Fees
Public Funding
Contributions
Sponsorships
In-Kind Donations
Special Events
Rental Income
Litigation Settlement Income
Other Income

Net Assets Released 
from Restriction

Total Support and Revenue

 $3,463,531 
 $1,594,974 
 $1,067,762 

$718,299 
 $341,149 

$2,638,338
$630,233
$303,042 
 $49,095 

$495,418 
 $67,677 
 $52,785 
 $68,332

$11,490,635 

$6,342,730 
 

$17,833,365 

30%
14%

9%
6%
3%

23%
6%
3%

<1%
4%
1%

<1%
1%

89+5+6
Expenses

Program Services
Management & General
Fundraising

Total Expenses

Increase in Net Assets without 
Donor Restrictions

 $10,919,181 
 $465,448 
 $833,512

 $12,218,141

$5,615,224

89%
4%
7%

Contributions

Net Assets Released from 
Restriction 

Change in Net Assets with       
Donor Restrictions

Increase in Net Assets 

Net Assets at Beginning of Year

Net Assets at End of Year

CHANGES IN ASSETS WITH 
DONOR RESTRICTIONS

 $896,283 
 

$( 6,342,730 )
 

$( 5,446,447 )

 $168,777 

 $39,417,177 

$39,585,954

Program 
Services

89%

Fundraising
7%

Management 
& General

4%
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28+14+9+6+3+23+6+3+1+4+1+1+1Public 
Funding

23%

Admissions
30%

Litigation 
Settlement 

Income
<1%

Special 
Events

4%

Rides & 
Attractions

9%

Membership 
Dues
14%

Contributions
6%

Concessions 
Commission 

6%

Program & 
Camp Fees

3%

In-Kind 
Donations

<1%

Rental 
Income

1%

Other 
Income

< 1%

Sponsorships
3%

21 L to R: Booker the radiated 
tortoise; Sam the Grant’s 

zebra; and a secretary bird.

GENEROUSLY INVESTING in animal care and education



Accessibilty Improvements
Anonymous

Adopt-an-Animal
Ms. Martha Pezrow
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. W. Michael Strickland

Barbara Ingalls Shook Black Bear Trail 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Hendricks

Birthday Party Sponsor
Publix Super Markets Charities

Boo at the Zoo Presented By       
Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo — Presenting Sponsor
Metro by T-Mobile — Featured Sponsor
Publix Super Markets Charities — Featured 
   Sponsor
Spire — Featured Sponsor
BioLife Plasma Services

Cougar/Bobcat Habitat
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Aland
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Boudra
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Butler
Ms. Adria Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Joey D. DuMontier
Mr. David M. Loper
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lyerly
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rushton
Mr. and Mrs. W. Michael Strickland
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Touger
Uday and Peggy Bhate Foundation
Dr. Jennifer White

Dream Night
McKinney Capital/Landscape Workshop

Education
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Perry
Poarch Band of Creek Indians
Shelby County Commission
University of Mississippi School of Education
Wells Fargo

Eggstravaganza
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc.— Featured 
   Sponsor
BioLife Plasma Services

Elephant Transport Fund
Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Bennett
Ms. Elna Brendel
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Killian

Mr. and Mrs. Shiraz Merchant
Mr. Wally Nall III
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peters
Ms. Martha Pezrow
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rushton
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wojciechowski

Fairytales and Frogs
Children’s of Alabama — Featured Sponsor
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc. — Featured 
   Sponsor

Fun Days
Metro by T-Mobile— Presenting Sponsor

General Donations/Operations
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Anselmo
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bielen
Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
   United, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Boulware
City of Birmingham
City of Homewood
City of Mountain Brook
City of Vestavia Hills
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Coats
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Crosswhite
Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Joey D. DuMontier
Ms. Carol Fiedler
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Glover
Haley and Jake Nolen Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Haskell
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. James
Jefferson County Commission
Mrs. Virginia Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Kappel
Mr. and Mrs. Woody Kennedy
Mr. David M. Loper
Lucille S. Beeson Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Meehan
Mr. Wally Nall III
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Nesmith
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Nichols
Ms. Lori Perkins and Ms. Julia Knox
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Perry
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rushton
Mr. and Mrs. John Shank
Shelby County Commission
Ms. Melanie Siow
Sparks Energy Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh R. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Coke Williams

Giant River Otters
Mr. and Mrs. John Stadtlander

Holiday Light Displays
Aquatic Gardens & Fountains, Inc
Mr. and Mrs. John Brock
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Daniel
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Foweather
Hazelrig Realty Company
Riverview Animal Clinic
Standard Heating and Air Conditioning 
   Co., Inc.

Jane H. Brock Cabin Improvements
Mrs. Jane H. Brock

La Celebración
Abogados Centro Legal (Harris & 
   Associates Law)

Military Holiday Admission
The Trinka Davis Foundation

Outdoor Classroom (Additional Gift)
Poarch Band of Creek Indians

Outdoor Primate Habitat
Barbara Ingalls Shook Foundation

Pajama Jam
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc. — Featured 
   Sponsor
Highland and Associates — Featured 
Sponsor

PiCA/Conservation
Anonymous
The Butcher Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wojciechowski

Red Diamond Sea Lion Show
Red Diamond Coffee and Tea Company

Red-Tailed Hawk Habitat
Walker Area Community Foundation

Sea Lion Pool
The Carroll Family

Special Saturdays
Nick’s Kids Foundation

2019 MAJOR SUPPORTERS*

Spring Break
BioLife Plasma Services

Spire ZooSchool
BBVA Compass Bank Foundation
Children’s of Alabama
Comer Foundation
Concepts & Associates
Honda Manufacturings of Alabama, LLC
James Milton and Sallie R. Johnson Foundation
Kinder Morgan Foundation
Leon Aland Family Foundation
National Bank of Commerce
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Perry
Redmont Park Historic District Foundation
Spire
Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust
Wells Fargo

Trails of Africa
City of Birmingham

Wishing Well Sponsor
The Schaeffer and Kaplan Families

World Environment Day
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc. — Featured 
   Sponsor
Movement Mortgage — Featured Sponsor

Zoo, Brews and Full Moon Bar-B-Que
Full Moon Bar-B-Que — Presenting Partner
LeafFilter North, Inc. of Alabama

ZooLight Safari Presented by Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo — Presenting Sponsor
Spire — Featured Sponsor
BioLife Plasma Services
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Carroll III
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Martin
Sprouts Farmers Market

ZooRun
DC Scientific Pest Control, Inc.
The Fitness Center
Iron City Physical Therapy
McKinney Capital / Landscape Workshop
Nall-Daniels Animal Hospital
Sprouts Farmers Market
Topgolf
The Trak Shak
Dr. Tajuan Woody

ZooSchool Transportation
Crawford Family Fund

*Gifts of $500 or more Jan 1 – Dec 31, 2019

23 
Bob the 
bobcat
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THANKS TO OUR
Capital Campaign Donors

More than $1,000,000
City of Birmingham

$500,000-$1,000,000
Alabama Power Foundation
Altec/Styslinger Foundation
EBSCO Industries, Inc. and its Employees
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. P. Henley
Hugh Kaul Foundation
Linn-Henley Charitable Trust
Protective Life Corporation
Robert R. Meyer Foundation

$100,000-$499,999
Anonymous
AutoTec, Inc. and its Employees
Mrs. Jane H. Brock
The Carroll Family
Community Foundation of 
   Greater Birmingham
Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Kathryn and Raymond Harbert
Mr. and Mrs. W. Cobb Hazelrig
Hill Crest Foundation, Inc.
David M. Loper and Tom Barnett
McKinney Capital / Landscape Workshop
Medical Properties Trust, Inc.
Mike & Gillian Goodrich Foundation
Wally Nall III
O’Neal Industries, Inc. 
William T. Ratliff, Jr. 
Thompson Foundation
Tom & Julia Crawford Foundation
Vulcan Materials Company Foundation
Warren Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick G. Wedell
Wells Fargo
Larry and Phyllis Wojciechowski

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous
Skip and Tanya Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. DuMontier and Family
Dunn Construction
Nancy and Glenn Goedecke
Goodrich Foundation
IBERIABANK
Anna and Don James
James Milton and Sallie R. Johnson 
   Foundation
Jemison Investment Co., Inc.
John B. Thompson Foundation

Nazha and Gerard Kassouf
Sandy and Wayne Killion
Mayer 
Kate and Claude Nielsen
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Allen and Mimi Ritchie
Jim and Julie Stephens
Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust
Taylor + Miree Construction, Inc.
Drew and Lauren Weil
Worthen Family Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Bankhead Fund of the Walker Area 
   Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Shipley Beatty
Mildred and Luther Boudra
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC
C.S. Beatty Construction, Inc.
Jean Cecil and William R. Foster, DVM
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Chapman
Bobby and Leigh Collier
Lisa and Alan Engel
Ellen and Houston Gillespy
Ronne and Donald Hess
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Jackson
John 3:16
Walker and Bill Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Randall W. Jordan
Maynard Cooper & Gale 
Harriet and Hampton McFadden
Katelynn, Erin and Ben McInerney
MedjetAssist
Dianne and Bill Mooney
The Nall-Whatley Foundation
Jackie and Sandra Nesmith
Dede and David Pittman
Laura and Jeff Pitts
Jim and Murray Priester
Rime-Nall Company
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Sisson
Stephens Foundation
Jeff and Linda Stone
Synovus
Laura and Jesse Vogtle

$5,000-$9,999
Robert and Kelly Aland
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bielen
Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C.
Cynthia and George Butler

Butler Snow LLP
The Charles V. Welden III Family 
   Charitable Fund
Jane Emily and Mark Crosswhite
Daniel Corporation
Ensley and Jack Darnall
Amanda and Austin Davis
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Driscoll
Jim and Alison Gorrie
Mr. Steven Hydinger and Susan Salter, M.D.
Marion C. Breyer Fund
The Marjean and Richard Brooks 
   Family Fund
Charlie and Lisa Miller
Mitchell Industries Foundation
Elizabeth and Tom Neil
Teresa and Chris Pfefferkorn
Renasant Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Deakins F. Rushton
Schreiber, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Steiner
Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation
The William B. Welden Charitable Fund

$1,000-$4,999
Louise and Jim Abroms in Honor of 
   Claire, Simon, Andrew and Haley
Adams and Reese LLP
Eddie and Kay Aldridge
Rosemary and Tripp Alexander
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Anselmo
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Arendall in Honor of 
   Keith Arendall, Jr.
Missy and Stephen Armstrong
Barbara and Leon Ashford
Rae and Payne Baker
Billy and Susan Blair
Holly A. Booyse and Dr. Francois M. Booyse
Elna Brendel
Jeffrey and Jennifer Brewer
Mena and John Brock
Kitty and Tucker Brown
Jenny and Turner Burton
Ms. Camille Butrus
Lynn and Tim Callahan
Mr. and Mrs. G. Edward Cassady III
Ms. Barbara Chapman
Charles A. Collat, Sr.
Leigh and Kevin Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Hartwell Davis, Jr.
Robin Sparks Davis

Ellis, Henry and Dial DeBardeleben
Marilyn Doss in Memory of Gordon H. 
   Doss, PhD
Mrs. Alan Dreher
Nate Ennis
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Fennell
Ms. Carol Fiedler
Carol and Jimmy Filler
Dr. and Mrs. Winfield S. Fisher III
John, Laura, Jacob, Nick and Hannah Fiveash
Mr. and Mrs. Art Freeman
Coleman Cash Gable
Dr. Christopher Girkin and Dr. Laura Steele
Mr. and Mrs. S. Perry Given, Jr.
Harold and Jane Goings
Meghan Goyal and Shawn Goyal
Drs. Rita and Munish Goyal
Marianne Griffin in Honor of Patrick Roy
Hackney Foundation, Inc.
Mary and Victor Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Harbert, Jr.
The Harmon Family
The Hartline Family
Susan and Wyatt Haskell
Amanda Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. J. Keith Hazelrig
Ms. Robin Helser
Elias and Gaynell Hendricks
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hendricks
Dr. Carol F. Hendrickson
Tim and Melanie Hennessy
Julie and Everette Herring
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Holman
Margi Ingram
Emily and Adam Israel
Jefferson County Commission
The Norman Jetmundsen, Jr. Family
Hallett and Amy Johnson
Jane Head Johnson
Jones Family Fund
The Kappel Family
Tom and Jane Killian
Sarah and Abraham Kunin
Philippe Lathrop and Judy Crittenden
Faye and Robert Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Thad G. Long
Mr. and Mrs. William Long
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Lyerly
Katie Bee and Seton Marshall
Cliff and Cindy Martin
Kristin and Scott Martin
Margret and Gordon Martin
Mr. and Mrs. J. Chris Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett E. McLean

Charlotte Marie McRoberts
Eva Catherine McRoberts
Lillian Mae McRoberts
Meers Family
Drs. Ginger and Josh Menendez
Shiraz and Zona Merchant
Madison and Trey Merrill
Norita and Richard Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Nall
Katie and Thomas Nelson
Lauren Nichols
Drs. Paul and Malinda O’Leary
Jerry and Suzanne Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Perry
Andy and Ruth Ann Peters
Martha Pezrow
Rosalie K. Phillips
Bill Pogue in Memory of Sue Miller Pogue
Margaret and Kip Porter
Harlan and Alice* Prater
Goode Price III
The Redden Family
Richard A. Kilgore Family Foundation
Robinson and Robinson Communications, LLC
Mrs. Allen D. Rushton
Thomas Ryan and Cynthia Leigh Millican
Amy and Michael Saag Family
Michael and Tamara Sansbury
Deborah Shevin in Honor of Austin Shevin
Lynne Simmons
Eric and Jackie Simons
The Slade Family
Melissa and Hanson Slaughter
Donna and Julian Smith
Katherine and Jay Smith
Carleton and Bruce Sokol
Tom and Mary Ann Somers
The Steve Spencer Family
John F. Stadtlander, Carolyn Emmons 
   Stadtlander and Todd H. Stadtlander
Sumner and Jeff Starling
Joyce and Gaston Stein
Gina and Mike Strickland
Dr. Azita Takeshian and Mr. Aref Eghbalian
Thomas A. S. Wilson Family 
Anna M. and Douglass J. Thompson
Ilana Touger and Zachary Touger
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Townsend
Sharon and Ira Turner
Virginia and Crawford Johnson Fund
The Walley Family
Chris, Rachel, Turner and Sims Weingartner
Mayor and Mrs. Stewart H. Welch III

Andy and Nannette White in Honor of 
   Dewey and Annie White
Donnie, Jenny and Katie White
Dr. Jennifer White
Jennie and Allen Whitman
Charles, Patti, Bergen and Brock Wilkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Coke Williams
David and Deanna Williams
Ms. Lynn O. Wilmoth
Nancy and Paul Wooldridge
Jeremy and Sadie Wootten and Family
Ila and Thacher Worthen
Drs. James and Bevelle Worthen
Charles C. and Ann R. Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Philip B. Young
Jen and Sutton Zappa / Brycen and 
   Kelso Jacobson

$500-$999
Mr. Richard Adams
Annee Bess, Pratt and Darby Blair - 
   We Love the Zoo
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Boulware III
Dr. Allison Bridges
Robert and Minda Campbell
Dr. and Mrs. Lee C. Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Bart Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Crump
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan DeMoss
John P. Dulin, Jr.
Marc and Marty Eason
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Engel
Mr. French Forbes, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Tate Forrester
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Glaub
Mr. and Mrs. William Goodrich
Mr. and Mrs. Neill Hatcher
Kathy Hinkle and Herb Trotman
Mr. Walter Howlett, Jr.
John, Gracie, Douglas and Taylor Johnsey
Senator and Mrs. Doug Jones
Rachel Diana Key
Mr. and Mrs. Ladd Mark
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad W. Rafield
Drs. Emily and Jonathan Rehberg
Mimi and Fred Renneker
Mr. and Mrs. Bryson D. Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Bayard Tynes, Jr.
Uday and Peggy Bhate Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. Vandevelde IV
Leslie and Corinne Wood

* deceased
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executive 
committee
Robert Aland
Chair

Nancy Collat Goedecke 
Vice Chair

David M. Loper
Secretary

Thomas E. Sisson
Treasurer

Wally Nall, III
Immediate Past Chair

board 
Leigh Collier
Mark Crosswhite
Jack Darnall
Kelvin Datcher
Austin Davis
Will French
Joseph Hampton
Gaynell H. Hendricks
Joshua Jones
Randall W. Jordan
Philippe W. Lathrop
Lee McKinney
Jerry F. Perkins Jr.

Britt Redden

ex-officio
Joe Gribbin, Jr.
Junior Board President

Chris Pfefferkorn
President & CEO

emeritus
Arthur C.P. Henley
Colin H. Luke
Michael D. Thompson
Jesse S. Vogtle, Jr.

development 
committee
Lee McKinney
Chair

Robert Aland
Austin Davis
Joey D. DuMontier
Nancy C. Goedecke
David M. Loper
J. Chris Mason
Lee McKinney
Wally Nall
Britt Redden
Donna D. Smith
John S. Steiner
Thacher Worthen

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Beeson Wildlife Legacy 

The Beeson Wildlife Legacy recognizes 
those who have made lasting gifts to the 
Birmingham Zoo through their bequest or 
other planned gift. The name honors Mrs. 
Lucille S. Beeson, a lawyer and philanthro-
pist known for her incredible generosity, 
and for whom the Beeson Way walkway 
around Henley Park was named. She 
thoughtfully donated the Zoo’s first 
planned gift, demonstrating her abiding 
love for all animals. 

We gratefully recognize these mem-
bers of the Beeson Wildlife Legacy: 

Anonymous 
Lucille S. Beeson Charitable Trust
Cynthia and George Butler 
Dr. John Durr Elmore
William R. Foster, DVM, and Jean Cecil 
Jerry D. Kimbrough 
Estate of Ingeborg M. Johnson
Estate of John R. Miller
Estate of Frank Joseph Nuckols 
Martha Pezrow 

William T. Ratliff, Jr. 
Barbara Ingalls Shook Foundation 

Estate of Ruth Watkins
Lynn O. Wilmoth 

Phyllis and Larry Wojciechowski 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT 

Chris Pfefferkorn 
President & CEO

Lori Perkins 
Deputy Director

Jennie Whitman 
Chief Financial Officer

Karen Carroll 
Vice President of Development

Roger Torbert 
Vice President of Education

Stephanie McCain, DVM, Dipl ACZM
Director of Animal Health

Matea the black 
howler monkey

2019 JUNIOR BOARD 

executive committee
Joe Gribbin, Jr., President

Rosemary Alexander, Vice President

Meg Sartain, Secretary

Tim Hennessy, Jr., Advisor

Louis Anderson
Holton Bell
Dane Cooper
Tony Crocker
Krystal Drummond
Jayna Goedecke
Grace Harrelson
Gabe Harris
Liz Kerr
Nick Maroules
Walter Monroe
Aaron Nelson
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Below L to R: Kwanza the African lion; monarch 
butterfly; Matt the komodo dragon; and Sorrel the 
red panda. Back cover: Sassy the American black 
bear; Huey the De Brazza’s monkey; West African 
black-crowned crane and her chicks; and Akili the 
African lioness.

junior board
Thomas Nelson
Ashley Robertson
Jake Rogers
Dan Shelton
Brandon Stewart
Annie Thompson Somerville
Ebee Tullos
Caroline Walker
Dustin Ward
Drew Weil
Melissa Yan
Wilson Yeilding



Birmingham Zoo, Inc.
2630 Cahaba Road

Birmingham, AL 35223
205-879-0409
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INSPIRING PASSION TO CONSERVE THE NATURAL WORLD


