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Birmingham Zoo Mourns Loss of Parker the Red Panda

BIRMINGHAM, AL - The Birmingham Zoo is mourning the passing of Parker, the Zoo's 4-year-old male red
panda. Parker was found deceased Sunday morning March 8, 2020, with no obvious physical injuries or any
indication of illness.

Birmingham Zoo veterinary staff performed a necropsy (post-mortem exam) on Parker, which did not reveal
an obvious cause of death, and are awaiting further testing. “Parker’s test results are pending,” says
Birmingham Zoo Director of Animal Health, Dr. Stephanie McCain, DVM, Dipl ACZM. “We hope to know
more information in the coming weeks. Parker’s passing is very heartbreaking. He was a great red panda and
a favorite of many—he will be greatly missed by all of us.”

“The passing of Parker red panda is a devastating loss for not only our staff and volunteers but also for our
guests who loved him,” says Birmingham Zoo President & CEO, Chris Pfefferkorn. “Parker was an amazing
red panda and a beloved member of our Zoo family. He always received the best care and attention from
our Animal Care staff, and he was quite adept at participating in husbandry training and learning new
behaviors that greatly assisted with his care. Parker holds a special place in our hearts, and he will be deeply
missed.”

The Birmingham Zoo is also home to a 9-year-old female red panda named Sorrel, who Zoo Animal Care
Professionals and the veterinary team report is doing well with no indications of illness. We are thankful to
our extended Zoo family and the community for your continued support during this time.

Photos of Parker red panda by Scott Kayser, courtesy of the Birmingham Zoo.

3

###
MEDIA CONTACT SOCIAL
Samil Baker facebook.com/BirminghamZoo
Public Relations & Social Media Manager / twitter.com/BirminghamZoo
sbaker@birminghamzoo.com | 205.397.3874 instagram.com/bhamzoo/

ABOUT THE BIRMINGHAM ZOO
The Birmingham Zoo is an independent, not for profit, 501(c)(3) organization and is accredited by the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA).

OUR MISSION Inspiring Passion To Conserve The Natural World



Approximately 700 animals of 230 species call the Birmingham Zoo home, including sea lions, zebras, rhinos
and endangered species from six continents. The Birmingham Zoo is a non-profit and is open daily from 9am
to 5pm, except during special, seasonal and extended hours. Regular admission is $17.95* for adults and
$14.95* for senior citizens and military and $12.95* for children ages 2-12 (*Price not including tax). All

Birmingham Zoo Members and children under two-years-old receive free admission. The Birmingham Zoo is
the only AZA accredited Zoo in the state of Alabama.
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