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MISSION 

“Inspiring Passion for the Natural World…
through emphasizing Conservation, Education, 
Scientific Study and Recreation in all aspects 

of the Birmingham Zoo’s exhibits, programs, 
facilities and activities.”

VISION 

“To be a leading zoological and botanical 
conservation, education and scientific study 

resource within the U.S. and the family attraction 
of choice throughout the entire region.”

Fishing Cat Cover Photo Credit: Scott Kayser
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends of the Zoo,

The Birmingham Zoo has had a whirlwind of a year. Attendance and membership records from 2015 were 
broken while the Zoo itself was successfully reaccredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, or 
AZA. Guests delighted in the return of dinosaurs with the all new Dino Discovery – They’re Back! exhibit, 
and several Zoo staff members traveled the globe participating in vital conservation initiatives. 

One of the most impressive accomplishments of the year was a 17% increase in attendance, even with major 
construction underway. The Zoo moved forward with a plan to demolish the old front entrance in 2015, and 
completed multiple planning phases in 2016 to create a welcoming first impression for our guests. Late in the 
year, the first pieces of infrastructure were installed, laying the groundwork for a beautiful new event lawn 
and open green space to be used by the community, as well as for future Zoo activities and celebrations.

To further conservational efforts on a local and global level, the Birmingham Zoo continues to develop 
its PiCA (Passion into Conservation Action) grant program for Zoo employees. This program provides 
necessary funding/grants for Birmingham Zoo employees to travel locally, nationally and internationally 
to support other nonprofit organizations that share in the common goal of preserving the world’s animal 
populations. The Zoo awarded six grants in 2016, sending its staff members to Zimbabwe, South Africa, the 
British Channel Islands, California, Belize, Brazil, and Guyana. 

Your Birmingham Zoo is passionate about safeguarding endangered and threatened animals and plays an 
active role in partnering with other institutions accredited by AZA, as well as the Species Survival Plan® 
(SSP) program. Developed in 1981 by the American Association of Zoos and Aquariums, SSP initiatives 
help ensure the survival of species by enlisting the resources of zoos and aquariums. The Birmingham Zoo 
participates in many of these plans, including programs for the African lion, pancake tortoise, California sea 
lion, and reticulated giraffe. 

We look forward to 2017 and all that awaits us as the Zoo continues construction on the new front entrance 
and welcome plaza. Most importantly, I want to thank each one of you for your support, whether it is 
through a Zoo membership, a donation, or a visit with family. You, our friends and supporters, truly make a 
difference to the Birmingham community and your Birmingham Zoo. 

Cheers, 

William R. Foster, DVM
President & CEO
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what's new at the zoo?

AZA Grants Accreditation  
to the Birmingham Zoo

On September 8, 2016 the Association of Zoos & Aquariums 
(AZA) announced that the Birmingham Zoo was granted 
accreditation by AZA’s independent Accreditation 
Commission. To be reaccredited, the Birmingham Zoo 
underwent a thorough investigation to ensure it met and will 
continue to meet the ever-rising standards, which include 
animal care, veterinary programs, conservation, education 
and safety. AZA requires zoos and aquariums to successfully 
complete this rigorous accreditation process every five years in 
order to be an accredited member of the Association.

The accreditation process included a detailed application 
and a meticulous on-site inspection by a team of trained zoo 
and aquarium professionals. The inspection team observed 
all aspects of the institution’s operation in areas such as 
animal care, keeper training, visitor safety, staff and animals, 
educational programs, conservation efforts, veterinary 
programs, financial stability, risk management, visitor 
services and other areas. The inspection team prepared an 
extensive written report for AZA’s independent Accreditation 
Commission. Finally, top Zoo officials were interviewed at a 
formal Commission hearing, after which accreditation was 
granted. 

The Birmingham Zoo received several special notes from the 
reviewing staff, including mentioning the organization of the 
Zoo’s Animal Nutrition Center and the cleanliness of the 
Primate building. 

By meeting high Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
Accreditation Standards once again, the Birmingham Zoo 
demonstrated it is in the top tier of zoos within North 
America and around the world. 

Dino Discovery – They’re Back!

Through most of 2016, dinosaurs once again roamed through 
the Alabama Wilds trail. Dino Discovery – They’re Back! 
presented by Vulcan Materials Company, was a temporary 
exhibit that featured life-sized, animatronic dinosaurs that 
soared to heights of nearly 20 feet. The dinos weighed almost 
7 tons and measured 85 feet in length. Throughout the spring 
and summer, children marveled at the roaring, squawking, 
and sometimes spitting 
dinosaurs as they 
learned about the 
beasts that roamed 
North America over 
10 million years ago. 
Most of the dinos had 
colors, patterns, and 
feathers that scientists 
estimate to be a close 
representation of how 
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dinosaurs looked before they went extinct. One dinosaur 
in particular, though, was designed by Jesse, a child that 
participated in the Zoo’s Dino Discovery Student Coloring 
Contest in January. Jesse’s drawing was chosen out of hundreds 
of entries as the winner to color the stegosaurus, and as the 
lucky winner, he had his picture taken with the life-size 
stegosaurus once it arrived at the Zoo.

Green Team Initiative

The Birmingham Zoo launched a new initiative in order to 
“live the mission” by creating an all-new Green Team. This 
group of individuals is comprised of members representing 
every department in the Zoo, from Animal Staff to 
Development to Education. The Green Team encouraged the 
Zoo’s staff to take on a new mindset in order to conserve our 
natural resources. Changes implemented in 2016 include: 
turning off computers at night, turning off lights when 
employees leave their offices or buildings, and monitoring 
water usage and reporting leaks as soon as possible.

In addition to encouraging employees to be more green-
minded, the Green Team placed more recycling containers at 
special events, implemented a battery recycling program, and 
hosted two clean-up events on Zoo property. On April 22 
and September 23, Zoo staff gathered to clean up a retention 
pond area on grounds. Approximately 30 bags of trash were 
gathered, including items such as bottles and cans, car tires, a 
copy machine, and even some poker chips! The team plans to 
continue monitoring and cleaning the Zoo’s undeveloped land 
and will host a parking lot clean-up and sweep of the Zoo for 
trash in early 2017 to welcome the New Year.

Primate Department Report 

2016 was a busy year for the both the animals and Animal 
Care Professionals in the Primate Department. Two new 
staff members were welcomed, as well as a new two-toed sloth 
named Reynardo that arrived from Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 
in May. Crowned lemurs, which arrived at the Birmingham 
Zoo from separate AZA-accredited facilities, were successfully 
introduced to one another, and then introduced to the resident 
ring tailed lemur group.

Two Animal Care Professionals were recognized for their 
work with the Birmingham Zoo’s animals throughout the 
year and were asked to speak at conferences throughout the 
nation. Dane Jorgensen, lead Animal Care Professional for 
the Primate Department, spoke at the American Association 
of Zoo Keepers National Conference in Memphis, TN, the 
Otter Keeper Workshop in Buffalo, NY, and the International 
Marine Animal Trainers’ Association Conference in San 
Diego, CA. In each conference he spoke about the work he has 
completed with the Zoo’s own two giant river otters, Karina 
and Lara. This work was also featured in an article published 
in Style Blueprint and highlighted how a good relationship 
between trainer and animal can facilitate better care for the 
animal, including voluntary participation in healthcare. 
Danielle Williams, the Primates Zoological Manager, 
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completed a career development course to cultivate her skills 
as a manger in the department, and was asked to be a guest 
speaker at Birmingham-Southern College for a course titled 
“The Psychology of Learning.” Danielle has presented for this 
class several times since 2012 on the applications of training 
animals at the Birmingham Zoo.

The animals under the care of the Primate Department 
were just as busy as their keepers learning new behaviors 
to participate in their own care, as well as stimulation of 
natural activities found in the wild. One of the DeBrazza’s 
monkeys, Huey, was trained for voluntary cardiac ultrasounds 
and regular, voluntary blood draws. Oliver, one of the Zoo’s 
Sumatran orangutans, was also trained for voluntary cardiac 
ultrasounds and blood pressure readings to better assess his 
progressive cardiac disease. The Zoo has been monitoring his 
heart closely since he was diagnosed with the early stages of 
this disease late in 2015. Cardiac disease is commonly found in 
great apes, like orangutans, and is best cared for when caught 
early. Lipz, one of the Zoo’s female Sumatran orangutans, 
was trained for voluntary blood draws, and is officially the 

first great ape at the Birmingham Zoo to participate in 
this behavior. Karina, a giant river otter, was trained for a 
radiograph of her forelimb. Due to the risks involved with 
anesthesia, any voluntary behaviors that animals learn can 
be critical to their successful care. Regular training makes it 
safer to interact with the animals as their behaviors become 
more familiar and predictable, and enhances the relationships 
Animal Care Professionals have with the animals they train.

Predator Department Report

The Birmingham Zoo’s Predator Department had a busy 
year training animals and people alike. The Animal Care 
Professionals working with Kumar, the Zoo’s Malayan tiger, 
successfully performed a voluntary annual physical exam on 
him. Thanks to their hard work preparing him for blood and 
urine collection and a visual exam, Kumar did not have to be 
immobilized for the procedure. The Zoo’s fishing cat brothers, 
Tegas and Broucek, were also trained for voluntary blood 
draws. The rock hyrax, Necie, was trained in 10 new behaviors, 
including having her teeth brushed! Every other animal in the 

what's new at the zoo?
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Predator Department has learned at least two new behaviors, 
and the sea lions, Farley and Giovanni, learned the most at 20 
new behaviors each.

Predator Department Animal Care Professionals were 
publically recognized for their work with the Birmingham 
Zoo’s animal collection in 2016. An article was published 
in Village Living featuring Erin Miller and her training 
with Necie the hyrax. Scott Kayser had one of his photos 
of Broucek, the fishing cat, published in the 2016 AZA 
calendar and on the Zoo’s holiday card. He also became the 
AZA studbook keeper for Pallas’s cats, and is responsible for 
the entire population of Pallas cats under the care of AZA-
accredited Zoos and Aquariums. Travis Coty presented a paper 
entitled “A Survey of Housing and Husbandry of Black-footed 
Cats in North America” at the annual Felid Tag meeting in 
Denver and published it in Felid Times. 

Occasionally the Zoo needs the help of a specialist to provide 
its animals with best care available. Bert Gaddis, DVM, 
aided the Predator Department with many procedures in 
2016, including a sea lion tooth extraction and several root 
canals for the fishing cats. Dr. Gaddis is a specialist in dental 
veterinary medicine, is one of 140 practicing animal dentists 
in the world, and is the only board certified animal dentist 
in Alabama. Thanks to the work Dr. Gaddis does with the 

Birmingham Zoo, along with many other veterinary specialists 
and consultants, the Zoo is consistently able to enhance the 
level of care it provides to the many animal species that call the 
Zoo home.

Junior League of Birmingham-Hugh Kaul 
Children's Zoo 

Developments in the Junior League of Birmingham-Hugh 
Kaul Children’s Zoo have been all about goats! Dwarf Nigerian 
goats, to be exact. Many Zoo visitors have been thrilled to see 
the Zoo’s goat herd put on their agility show in the last few 
years. Behaviors such as the balance beam, weave poles, wave, 
and hoop jump enhance their natural abilities by keying into 
their natural intelligence and playfulness. The Zoo’s goat herd 
began this training program once they became part of the barn 
animal collection, and have been learning new behaviors each 
year since their arrival at three to four months of age. 

In 2016, Animal Care Professionals added a daily goat walk 
to the goats’ enrichment routine. The walks provide exercise 
as part of a weight management initiative and improve the 
quality of their overall medical care. The process initially began 
by taking small groups of the goats out on leashes to walk 
the Alabama Wilds Trail. The leashes encouraged the goats 
to move away from the barn, to which they had become very 
attached. Once progress was made, the leashes were removed 
and the natural herd behavior took over as the group size grew 
to include all 11 goats. These playful animals enjoy training 
and working with their keepers, and the daily goat “run” has 
added a fun and exciting way for visitors to observe the goats 
outside of their pens in the barn.
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2016 was a very exciting year for the Birmingham Zoo’s 
Education Department. In addition to implementing new 
programs and experiences for guests to enjoy, new partnerships 
were formed that will set the stage for projects moving into the 
future. A series of onsite initiatives were started to improve and 
create a consistent guest experience.

In 2016, a team made up of Animal Department, Education, 
Marketing, and Administrative staff took on the task to 
create a set of succinct Zoo-wide messages that would allow 
for guest engagement and personal connections to the lives of 
the Zoo’s resident animals. These big ideas will help to unite 
Education and Animal Department programs in the future. 
In the spring, the Birmingham Zoo bolstered its on-grounds 

educational experience 
with the addition of the 
Chipangali Research 
Station. This space allows 
guests an opportunity to 
participate in hands-on 
educational experiences 
and offers interaction with 
Zoo staff and volunteers 
on a more regular basis.  
Biofacts and field research 
equipment help to provide 

a new understanding of the work that goes into ensuring the 
survival of animals in the wild. The Chipangali Research 
Station was inspired by the partnership with the Chipangali 
Wildlife Orphanage in Zimbabwe and allows for a multitude 
of conversations regarding wildlife from all parts of the world. 
Throughout the year, staff from the Education Department, 
Animal Department and Administration, as well as volunteers 
and docents, engaged thousands of guests in conservation-
focused discussions and activities. 

ZooSnoozes and Twilight Tours have long been a popular way 
for guests to experience a rarely-seen side of the Zoo. In 2016, 
Nightlife Programs earned more revenue than any previous year. 
Additionally, they saw a 10% increase in the number of programs 
scheduled and a 22% increase in the number of attendees over 
2015. The Nightkeeper Experience, a new program, was a hugely 
successful partnership between the Animal Department night 
keeper staff and the Education Department. Over the course of 

EDUCATION

six weeks, students had the opportunity to be immersed in the 
work that goes into keeping the Zoo’s resident animals happy 
and healthy after hours. Participants helped late-shift Animal 
Care Professionals give evening diets, do a little late-night 
cleaning, train animals and even design their own habitat for the 
Zoo’s Komodo dragon, Matt. 

Birmingham Zoo as an Educational Resource

The Birmingham Zoo continues to be an educational resource 
for teachers throughout Alabama and the Southeast. In 
September, the Education team attended the annual Alabama 
Association of Gifted Children (AAGC) conference as a 
vendor and presenter. This event, held at McWane Science 
Center, brought in over 400 teachers from across the state 
to network, attend sessions and learn about opportunities 
available to their students. Zoo staff spoke with hundreds of 
teachers regarding opportunities at the Zoo to enrich their 
curriculum, gave out over 100 Field Trip Guides and solicited 
feedback on challenges teachers face in creating successful 
field trips. Staff created an email list to keep in contact 
with to remind teachers that the Zoo is a resource for their 
classrooms. Also presented was a session on the Zoo’s newly-
implemented EPIC KIDS program. EPIC (Environmental 
Programs involving Children) is a partnership between the 
Birmingham Zoo and Chipangali Wildlife Orphanage in 
Zimbabwe.  This year-long program provides the opportunity 
for students to have access to real-life conservation and wildlife 
research programs at Chipangali Wildlife Orphanage and 
Carnivore Conservation Project.  Students engage with experts 
who are actively working in the field to save African wildlife, 
and collect and examine data provided on a regular basis 
throughout the school year.  

In addition to presenting at the AAGC conference, the Zoo 
hosted its annual Teacher Night at the Zoo. The event, held on 
September 15, brought over 200 teachers to the Zoo, a 100% 
increase over 2015’s attendance number. Teacher Night is one 
way that Zoo staff can show appreciation for area teachers and 
share information about new and exciting opportunities for 
educators and their students. Feedback from the attendees was 
overwhelmingly positive and the Zoo is looking forward to 
building upon this event in 2017.
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ZooSchool

By the Numbers
81,248  Students visiting the Zoo on field trips

45/67  Alabama counties represented among 
field trip students

522  Kiwanis ZooSchool Participants

556  Homeschool Academy Participants

Each year, seventh grade students from the Birmingham 
City School System attend ZooSchool, a week-long, 
interdisciplinary program with curriculum based on Alabama 
College and Career Readiness Standards. This includes newly-
revised science standards, as well as innovative instructional 
practices for program participants. 

ZooSchool students were challenged to research existing 
environmental issues and analyzed possible solutions through 
immersive, hands-on activities throughout the Zoo grounds. 
They began their week by touring the Alabama Wilds, to 
better understand regional biodiversity. Students had up-close 
experiences with many of the 230 different species of animals 
at the Zoo, including the Birmingham Zoo’s bachelor herd of 
African elephants, the only one of its kind in North America. 
Additionally, they interacted with Animal Care Professionals 
and Zoo Staff to investigate career opportunities that are 
available within the Zoo, including animal nutrition and 
animal health care. Students learned about water-related issues, 
a topic that hit close to home as drought conditions worsened 
in Alabama the latter half of 2016. 

Throughout the week, students explored how humans rely on 
the Earth’s resources and how dependence on these resources 
impacts their environment. Zoo Educators guided students to 
further examine impacts of poaching, conservation efforts, and 
ecosystem services. The week culminated with post-assessments 
to measure growth, including the creation of a multi-media 
technology product which is presented by students. 

Based on student feedback, ZooSchool is inspiring, 
educational, and fun. Feeding giraffes and elephants were cited 
as memorable and enjoyable experiences by many ZooSchool 

students. Along with 
showing continuous 
marked improvement 
between students’ pre- 
and post-assessments, 
ZooSchool students 
have learned about 
many STEM-based 
careers (science, 
technology, 
engineering and 
math) and consider 
them as exciting 
possibilities for their 
futures. Perhaps one 
of the most exciting 
and significant 
findings was one 
that involved the students’ beliefs about their responsibility 
to protect the environment. On the first day of ZooSchool, 
only an average of 37% of children indicated they had a 
responsibility to protect nature and their environment. By the 
last day of ZooSchool, that number jumped to an average of 
66%. ZooSchool participants then recognize the intrinsic value 
of the Earth, its resources and have a greater understanding 
of their place within their ecosystem, reinforcing the Zoo’s 
mission to inspire passion for the natural world.

ZooSchool Donors
America’s First Federal Credit Union

BBVA Compass Bank Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. R. 

Callahan
Children’s of Alabama
City of Birmingham
Comer Foundation

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama
Mr. and Mrs. Woody Kennedy

Kinder Morgan Foundation
Redmont Park Historic District 

Foundation
Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust

Wells Fargo

Participating Schools
Bertram A. Hudson K-8 School

Green Acres Middle School
Jones Valley Middle School
L.M. Smith Middle School

Malachi Wilkerson Middle School
South Hampton K-8 School

Wylam K-8 School
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VOLUNTEERS

To “Inspire a Passion for the Natural World” is not only 
the mission of the Zoo, but a statement each and every one of 
the Zoo’s volunteers truly lives by when they are on grounds 
donating their most precious resource: their time. 2016 was a 
very active year for adult and teen volunteer teams that spent 
their time handling and observing animals, staffing biofact 
stations, assisting with summer and spring break camps, and 
so much more! The Zoo even had a team of trained Dino Crew 
volunteers ready to go “back in time” to educate visitors in 
the Dino Discovery – They’re Back! exhibit in the spring and 
summer. 

The Zoo has a group of remarkable individuals who not 
only donate their time, but also a contagious passion and 
enthusiasm that spreads to everyone with whom they come 
into contact. This year, 31,564 hours were donated by 

volunteers spending their time spreading their own passion for 
the natural world. 

The minimum age limit for teen volunteers was dropped from 
14 to 13.  2016 saw an incredible increase in participation as 
the number of new teen volunteers doubled from just over 50 
new recruits in 2015 to just over 100 new recruits in 2016. 
New teen volunteers boosted the number of hours served 
working with camps. Teen volunteers logged over 9,860 hours! 

Both adult and teen volunteers have continued to serve as 
ambassadors for the Birmingham Zoo. 2016 was also a year 
spent planning out a new training framework and updating 
resources that are set to take effect in 2017, which the Zoo 
hopes will also continue to expand current programs. The Zoo 
could not accomplish as much as it does without the continued 
dedication and passion of all its volunteers. 
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VOLUNTEERS

ADULT VOLUNTEERS
Faith Adams 
Ivan Adams 
Shelia Alexander 
Susan Alexander 
Lia Allen 
Dottie Ammon 
Elizabeth Anderson 
Sarah Armstrong 
Allison Arnold 
Amanda Atchenson 
Kerrie Atchenson 
Theresa Baker 
Linda Barnard 
Adam Bascom 
Richard Bascom 
Don Basenberg 
Jenine Bastas 
Sarah Bebb 

Beth Benson 
Shelby Benson 
Jillian Bivona 
Jess Blankenship 
Emily Bloomquist 
Abby Braswell 
Carolyn Brockman 
Kevin Bryant 
Carolyn Buck 
Naomi Buklad 
Jaylon Burton 
George B. Butler, Jr. 
Candi Canterbury 
Sean Cascaden 
McKenzie Cavin 
James Christian 
Jennifer Clark 
Saskia Clayton 

Barbara Collins 
Tyler Compton 
Laura Cox 
Jerrica Crawford 
Joan Crawford 
Gabby D. 
Teresa Dambach 
Montrell Davis 
Jennifer Dehart 
Stephie Deitz 
Ellen Deramus 
Larry Donaldson 
Natalie Dunlay 
Parker Eskridge 
Brittney Finn 
Katlyn Freeman 
Rujun Gao 
Jasmine Gardner 

Julie Garner 
Barbara Gentry 
Dawn Gentry 
Frances Gilroy 
Sarah Glover 
Tonia Green 
Xiola Harris 
Jessica Haywood 
Robin Helser 
Alexis Helton 
Sally Hirschberg 
Ann Hollingsworth 
Caroline Hollingworth 
Tonya Holmes 
April Irvin 
Hunter Ivey 
Travia Johnson 
Terri Kangeter 

Carrie Kramer 
Hannah Lacy 
June Lassiter 
Shari Lee 
Brittany Leserra 
Julia Mazanec 
Denise McClay 
Larissa Middleton 
Theresa Millican 
Krystal Moore 
Tab Moore 
Caroline Myers 
Jackie Nix 
Nita Oliver 
Devin Orkin 
Ronald Ozeki 
Marissa Pang 
Steve Parillo 

Sheena Patton 
Qiona Payton 
Emily Pentecost 
Nadya Plata 
Laquita Pollard 
Jonathan Rasberry 
Hannah Rish 
Saharie Rivera 
Wes Robels 
Nathan Romero 
Andrea Ross 
Mason Rummell 
Stephanie Salvago 
Cierra San Soucie 
Lindsey Sanders 
Eric Simons 
Leanne Singer 
Becky Smith 

Jennifer Smith 
Chris Spiker 
Arian Spradley 
Eugene Szymborski 
Linda Taylor 
Marcella Thompson 
Becki Vance 
Joanie Varden 
Dawn Vereb 
Savannah Wallace 
Whitney Wells 
Cheryl Williams 
Latasha Williams 
Gabrielle Yejo

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE BIRMINGHAM ZOO’S 2016 VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers with the most hours logged:   TEEN: Julia Perz, 398 hours  |  ADULT: Julia Mazanec, 840 hours 

TEEN VOLUNTEERS
Gabrielle Accas
Regan Adams
Micah Alexander
Shanise Allen
Katelyn Anderson
Halle Bakir
Pearce Bishop
Addie Blankinship
Katherine Brennan
Elijah Briggs, Jr.
Tasha Brooks
Cameron Brown
Kayla Brown
Damian Bryant
Emily Burke
Jada Burke 
Juliet Cabraja
Skylar Camp
Isabelle Carrozza
Allison Carter
Megan Cather
Roshan Chavar 
Emma Clark
Ty Clark 
Haley Clevenger

Khaelyn Coleman 
Cameron Collier 
Kyle Costello 
Elina Couture 
Heather Crittenden 
Ella Crump 
Matthew Dale
Katelyn Dates
Amani Davis
Tyler Davis
Cate Dawson
Jaimee Deese
Dheeravath Kruthika 
Lydia Diegel
Chance Dominguez
Perry Dowell
Rishi Earla
Kristian-Zani Eatman
Merritt Edwards
Lyric Ellebe
Isabella Esman
Kaitlyn Esman
Justin Estes
Charlie Ferguson
Jonathan Files

Justin Files
Alexandra Flanders
Caspar Fournier 
Travis Freeman
Desmond Gaines 
Lindsey Goodwin 
Zakariya Grayson 
Monroe Griffin
Connor Guess 
Samuel Guilsher 
Ella Guven 
Sara Guven 
Bre Hall 
JaKira Hall 
Nathan Hallmark 
Monroe Hargrove 
Marie Harris 
Michael Hester 
Meredith Hickey 
Katie Hilburn 
Caleb Hill 
Lauren Holbrook 
Raven Horn 
Taylor Hosmer 
Jaylin Hubbert 

Michaela Hubbert 
Deja Huntley 
Jessica Johnson 
Payton Johnson 
William Johnson 
Chelsea Jones 
Logan Jones 
Danielle Jordan 
Brianna Judd 
Nigel Kepple II 
Sairah Kilgore 
Mickinley King 
Jonathan Knight 
Rachel Kourmoulis 
Joshua Lawley 
Megan Lawley 
Caroline Lee 
Mary Ellen 
Lipscomb 
Anna Claire 
Littleton 
Josie Lyons 
Mabel Lyu 
Faith Mabry 
Isabel Martin 

Savannah Martin 
Andrew McCullough 
Emma McDow 
Jacob McDow 
Carson McKelvin 
Jillian McKenzie 
Andrew McKibbin 
Neda Mobasher 
Clamentra-Isis Moody 
Kaitlyn Munger 
Jeff Murai 
Maelle Olivier 
Win Otamias 
Julia Perz 
Alden Peterson 
Josiah Pickett 
Anna Pitts 
Kate Pitts 
Kathleen Prine 
Gianna Quarello 
Emily Rabbideau 
Leila Radney 
Foster Ragland 
Erin Ramey 
Ryan Remetich 

Ashleigh Richardson 
Andrea Rodriguez 
Ivy Roegner 
Kevin Rojas 
Kaylin Roscoe 
Caleb Rushin 
Leigh Russell 
Marvin Russell 
Queenie Samaha 
William Scaini 
Ian Schultz 
Kylie Scroggins 
Gloria Simmons 
Andrew Smith 
Chloe Smith 
Isabel Smith 
Jacquelyn Smith 
Laura Smith 
Reagan Smith 
Taylor Smith 
Anna Sorrells 
Elizabeth Standifer 
Trenton Stewart 
Samantha Strunk 
Krislyn Taylor Thompson 

Arjun Thopay 
Ryleigh Thornton 
Tykenya Todd 
Tulley Torbert 
Jack Trench 
Bridget Vance 
Cayleen Wakefield 
Claire Watts 
Zaida Weibley 
Austin Weldon 
Sabrina White 
Will Whitten 
Naja Williams 
Markayla Wilson 
Sofia Wolfe 
Lauryn Wood 
Walter Zhang
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Conservation:
PiCA Grants Program

team members in two-day rotations with four key departments 
within Seafood Watch: science, outreach, guest experience and 
husbandry teams. The Birmingham Zoo promotes Seafood 
Watch in its Red Diamond Sea Lion Show, and Celeste is 
the Zoo’s lead contact. Her experience at Seafood Watch has 
helped her meet her goal to inform guests and expand the 
Zoo’s messaging about Seafood Watch during sea lion shows.

Central & South America

Belize
Terra Manasco, Conservation & Special Projects Manager, 
traveled to Central America to study the effects of human 
disturbance on jaguars in southern Belize. While there, she 
assisted Michael Dobbins, a researcher at the University 
of Florida, using interdisciplinary techniques including 
trail cameras, soundscape meters, remotely sensed imagery, 
spatial modeling, and resident surveys to complete the most 
comprehensive study yet on the effects of human disturbance 
on jaguar populations. Researchers involved in this three-year 
study work closely with the Maya communities and local 
conservation organizations with the end goal to identify 
the most critical habitat corridors to ensure jaguar viability 
throughout the Americas.

Brazil
Andrea Scherrens, Animal Care Professional/Children’s 
Zoo, traveled to Brazil to conduct Neotropical & Giant Otter 
Research with Instituto Ekko Brasil (IEB). IEB is an animal 
sanctuary and research facility. Located in the most diverse 
biome in Brazil, IEB has been researching Neotropical Otters 

2016 marks the Zoo’s fourth year of awarding Passion into 
Conservation Action (PiCA) grants to Zoo employees. Each 
year, grants are awarded to employees for projects that will 
benefit the conservation of wildlife species, the Birmingham 
Zoo and the employee’s professional development. Since 
its inception, the Birmingham Zoo has awarded 27 grants, 
totaling nearly $100,000 toward the conservation of species at 
multiple levels. In 2016, the Zoo awarded eight PiCA grants to 
Zoo employees to travel to California, Belize, Guyana, Brazil, 
the British Channel Islands, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

United States

California
Celeste Hicks, Lead 
Sea Lions Animal Care 
Professional, traveled to 
California to work with the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium’s 
Seafood Watch (SFW) 
Program, a Birmingham 
Zoo partner. While working 
with SFW, she shadowed 

STAFF MEMBER LOCATION SUBJECT

Celeste Hicks California, USA, 
North America

Seafood Watch 
Immersion

Terra Manasco Belize,  
Central America

The Effects of Human 
Disturbance on Jaguars 
in Southern Belize

Andrea Scherrens Brazil,  
South America

Neotropical & Giant 
Otter Research with 
Instituto Ekko Brasil

Dane Jorgensen Guyana,  
South America

Giant Otter Conservation 
in Guyana

Mallory Peebles British Channel 
Islands, Europe

Durrell Conservation 
– Endangered Species 
Recovery Training

Jessie Griswold South Africa, 
Africa

Captive Breeding 
Program Lappet-Faced 
and Other Vultures

Laura Schillinger South Africa 
Africa

Preserving Africa's Last 
Great Tuskers

Roger Torbert Zimbabwe, Africa Educator Conservation 
Exploration
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Africa

South Africa 
Laura Schillinger, 
Trails of Africa 
Zoological 
manager, traveled 
to South Africa 
to work with 
Dr. Imke Leuders 
and other 
researchers on 
the “Preserving 
Africa’s Last Great 
Tuskers” project. 
Elephants in range 
country are being killed at an alarming rate by poachers who 
are being paid to collect as much ivory as possible. Elephants 
with the largest tusks, usually big males in their breeding 
prime, are being eradicated more quickly than those with 
smaller tusks. In an effort to ensure the genetic survival of 
the great tuskers, Laura worked with other researchers to 
collect and freeze semen from these bulls, which will then be 
used in artificial insemination in female elephants in human 
care. In order to collect the semen, the bulls were darted from 
a helicopter and put into full anesthesia while the ground 
team performed the electro-ejaculation and collected other 
biological samples. Artificial insemination has been successful 
in African elephants and, by freezing these samples for up to a 
decade, we can help improve our chances of seeing great tuskers 
in future elephant populations.

Conservation:
PiCA Grants Program

and Giant Otters for almost 30 years. Their oldest research/
conservation project is called Project Lontra (Otter Project). 
While in Brazil, Andrea assisted with research concerning the 
distribution of otter species, habitat factors and the species 
relationship with the ecosystem. Additionally, she worked with 
IEB staff to improve enrichment and husbandry techniques for 
otters housed at the sanctuary.

Guyana
Dane Jorgensen, Animal 
Care Professional/
Giant Otters, Primates, 
conducted Giant Otter 
research in Karanambu, 
in the North Rupununi 
region of southwestern 
Guyana. Karanambu is 
truly the land of wild 
titans, as it is home 
to giant otters, giant 
anteaters, anacondas, 
black caiman, and the 
giant water lily. He 
participated in biodiversity 
surveys, tracking and photographing giant otters, assisting in 
conservation assessments, and developing a comprehensive 
program for future giant otter research and cataloguing. BZI 
is currently leading the way in giant otter captive management 
and training, and Dane’s field research project was a great 
opportunity to connect the Zoo’s giant otter program to their 
endangered wild counterparts in Guyana.
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South Africa
Jessie Griswold, 
Quarantine Animal Care 
Professional, traveled to 
VulPro headquarters in 
South Africa to conduct 
research for a Captive 
Breeding Program for 
Lappet-Faced and other 
vultures. VulPro is a 
conservation organization 
that offers educational 
programs, rehabilitation 
for injured vultures, and 
conducts research on 
vulture species that are an important part of South Africa’s 
ecosystem. Jessie received a PiCA grant in 2014 to work 
with VulPro and returned in 2016 to continue to assist in 
rehabilitation, monitoring, husbandry, and research and also 
to work with researchers to develop a captive breeding program 
for Lappet-Faced Vultures, which are declining in large 
numbers.

Conservation:
PiCA Grants Program

Zimbabwe
Roger Torbert, Vice President of Education, traveled to 
Zimbabwe to the Chipangali Wildlife Orphanage on his 
Educator Conservation Exploration project. Roger worked 
with educators at Chipangali on their enormously successful 
EPIC (Environmental Programs Involving Children) Kids 
program. EPIC Kids teaches young people about conserving 
wildlife and appreciating the value of their natural heritage. 
While there, he worked on behalf of the Birmingham Zoo to 
establish collaborative educational opportunities. As a result 
of his trip, students in Birmingham City Schools participate 
in weekly video conferences with wildlife researchers in 
Zimbabwe — learning first-hand about the conservation 
efforts in Africa. 

Europe

British Channel Islands
Mallory Peebles, Animal Care Professional/Night Keeper, 
traveled to the British Channel Islands to attend Durrell 
Conservation – Endangered Species Recovery Training. The 
training covered issues and practical skills involved in saving 
threatened species from extinction. The course also included 
hands-on interaction with current case studies of conservation 
work (conducted by Durrell) on some of the world’s most 
critically endangered primates, birds, reptiles and amphibians. 
The course was taught by Durrell's own conservation 
specialists and several internationally renowned experts from 
around the world.
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CONSERVATION: SSP — SPECIES SURVIVAL PLANS®

TAKING FLIGHT WITH THE BIRD DEPARTMENT

Species Survival Plans® (SSP) are used to manage species 
that are typically threatened or endangered by making 
recommendations to ensure the sustainability of a healthy and 
genetically diverse population of animals. Many of these SSP 
Programs include species that urgently need to be conserved 
and protected in the wild. Several Zoo staff members serve 
as committee members, chairs and SSP coordinators for a 
variety of SSP species identified by the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums. The Birmingham Zoo currently works with 
approximately 100 SSP species, including the Komodo dragon, 
crowned lemur, squirrel monkey, and over 50 species of birds. 

The Zoo’s Bird Department did an incredible job ensuring the 
futures of protected species in 2016. They successfully bred 
eight different SSP species including the crested screamer, 
laughing kookaburra, green aracari, jambu fruit dove, white-
throated ground dove, Victoria crowned pigeon, white-crested 
laughing thrush, and emerald starling. They also sent offspring 
from seven SSP species that were hatched in 2015 to other 
AZA accredited institutions as part of the Zoo’s commitment 
to the programs in which it participates. 

The Bird Department is also responsible for a few 
non-bird species, including the red-flanked duiker. On a 
recommendation from the duiker SSP, the Zoo acquired a 
female duiker named Beatrice to accompany the Zoo’s male, 
Ricky Bobby. Red-flanked duikers are one of three species of 
duiker, a deer species native to western and central Africa. 
The Zoo hopes to soon see progress through the breeding 
recommendation with the birth of a new red-flanked duiker 
baby. You can visit Ricky Bobby and Beatrice at the secretary 
bird habitat near the Reptile Building.
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ZOORUN 2016 — miles for marine mammals

The Birmingham Chapter of the American Association of Zoo 
Keepers hosted the 11th Annual ZooRun, Miles for Marine 
Mammals in May. Proceeds from the event benefitted the 
Marine Mammal Center (MMC) in Sausalito, California. 
The MMC is a rescue and rehabilitation center that cares for 
injured or sickly marine mammals. The Zoo’s own California 
sea lions, Giovanni and Farley, were stranded as young pups 
and were rescued by the Center in 2009. Besides rescuing 
and rehabilitating stranded and injured marine mammals, 
the MMC does important research. Studies on cancer in sea 
lions have been applied to human cancer research, in studying 
the influence of exposure to carcinogens and the influence 
on cancer rates. Thanks to generous donors and just over 550 
runners, including both adults and children, the event was a 
success. The Zoo was able to send $13,169.39 to the MMC to 
help fund their efforts to rescue marine mammals and further 
marine research.

SPECIAL THANKS TO  
ZOORUN 2016 SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsors

Covenant Classical Schools and Daycare

The Trak Shak

Featured Partners
Chiropractique

MedPlan Recruiting, Inc.
Nall-Daniels Animal Hospital
National Bank of Commerce

The Fitness Center
The North Face
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SCIENTIFIC STUDY:
African Elephant Update

Bulwagi, a 36 year old male elephant, came to the 
Birmingham Zoo with only one tusk, as he lost the first tusk 
following an injury sustained at an early age. His remaining 
tusk had a long-term crack. Elephants use their tusks for 
digging, lifting objects, gathering food, stripping bark from 
trees and for protection. Through these activities, their tusks 
can be damaged. The veterinary staff at the Zoo worked 
to correct this condition since he arrived. In November of 
2015, Bulwagi participated in a revolutionary procedure in 
partnership with University of Alabama at Birmingham to 
place a composite wrap on his cracked tusk in an attempt to 
keep the crack from growing. The results suggest that this type 
of wrap could help elephants all over the world. 

Despite the continued efforts of the Zoo’s Veterinary Staff, 
the crack in Bulwagi’s tusk worsened over time and became 
infected. The Veterinary Staff made several attempts at treating 
the infection with antibiotics without success. Bulwagi 
received a potentially life-saving procedure in May to remove 

his infected tusk. The procedure was a very involved process 
requiring intense preparation, so the Zoo brought in experts 
from the Colyer Institute and extra veterinary assistance 
from across the country to help with the multiple hour 
procedure. In addition, Bulwagi received advanced training 
in preparation for the surgery. After a three-hour procedure, 
Bulwagi’s tusk was cut back, and Africa Department Animal 
Care Professionals now have better access for daily care of the 
tusk. The Zoo’s staff members have not seen any changes to the 
social structure as a result of this procedure, and Bulwagi still 
remains the dominant male of the Zoo’s bachelor herd.

The Zoo is thankful that Bulwagi’s procedure went well, and 
is grateful to the many talented members of the Zoo’s staff 
and partner organizations for helping with this tremendous 
endeavor. Many donors made this procedure possible, and the 
Zoo thanks a generous and supportive community for helping 
fund this necessary surgery.
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The hard-working veterinarians and Animal Care 
Professionals in the Animal Health Center (AHC) worked 
diligently in 2016 maintaining the Zoo’s commitment to 
providing top-notch veterinary care. The AHC continued to 
improve its capability to diagnose disease in animals and treat 
them accordingly. In 2016, the Zoo invested in this goal by 
replacing outdated ultrasound and endoscopic equipment. 
Replacing the old equipment with a new, portable ultrasound 
machine and a new Karl Storz portable endoscopic video 
system enables the Zoo’s veterinarians to provide care wherever 
and whenever the animals require it. The Birmingham Zoo 
started a new partnership with the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham Hospital’s Radiology Department to help provide 
advanced imaging, including CT and MRI, to the Zoo’s 
animals. The first animals to benefit from this partnership 
were two Home’s Hingeback tortoises with shell infections. 

SCIENTIFIC STUDY: 
ANIMAL HEALTH CENTER

CT images allowed veterinary staff to assess the severity of the 
lesions to guide the course of treatment.

In addition to successfully performing procedures and caring 
for the Zoo’s animal collection, AHC veterinary staff members 
were busy furthering their own education and participating 
in the national zoo community. Drs. McCain and Sim 
attended the Annual Association of  Zoo Veterinarians 
annual conference in Atlanta, GA, and Dr. McCain was 
named an Affiliate Professor at Auburn University’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine. Bridget Weidner, LVT and Leslie 
Schutte, LVT attended the Association of Zoo Veterinary 
Technicians annual conference in Tulsa, OK.

Total Species by Classification —  
as of December 31, 2016

CLASSIFICATION
NUMBER OF 

SPECIES
NUMBER OF 
INDIVIDUALS

Invertebrates 4 182

Fish 4 11

Amphibians 10 36

Reptiles 54 125

Birds 89 323

Mammals 52 133

TOTAL 213 810



19BIRMINGHAM ZOO INC. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Marketing Report

2016 was an exciting year for the Marketing Department at 
the Birmingham Zoo. With exciting temporary attractions 
including Dino Discovery – They’re Back! and Bug-A-BOO, 
several milestones were achieved, and records were broken as 
the Zoo experienced the highest ever reported attendance in 
the Zoo’s 61-year history. This marked the fifth year in a row 
for record breaking attendance.

Animal Programs 

The Birmingham Zoo’s Animal Programs Department 
continued to be an integral part of the Zoo’s community relations 
in 2016. The Programs Department includes approximately 50 
animals that serve as ambassadors for the Zoo in many capacities, 
including trips to Children’s of Alabama, appearances in media 
spots on Fridays on Fox 6 news, on-grounds events, and 
participating in the Zoo to You program. 

Zoo to You made appearances at events including: 
Hoover Days, Read and Romp, Breakin’ Bread, Vulcan’s 
Birthday Bash, the District 1 Music & Movie Festival, and 
Birmingham's Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. The 
Programs Department was also invited to be guest lecturers to 
the University of Alabama at Birmingham’s Animal Behavior 
class. Zoo to You had an impact on approximately 3,390 
people this year.

On the grounds of the Zoo, animal programs were presented 
to more than 8,000 in conjunction with the Zoo School, Zoo 
Snoozes, Twilight Tours, camps and educational programming. 
Select animals attended 142 birthday parties this year. The 
Animal Programs department performed its first year of the 
Star Wars: A New Boo wild life show for Boo at the Zoo in 
October. The show was a huge success and the department 
performed three shows per night to accommodate the crowds.

The Schaeffer Eye Center Wildlife Show was themed over 
the summer to celebrate Dino Discovery: They’re Back! The 
staff performed the “Dino-lympics,” in which “Dino-gal” 
and a Zookeeper battled it out to see which animal or 
dinosaur would represent the Zoo in the summer games. The 

audience participated by cheering on their favorite dinosaur 
or animal athlete after each amazing adaptation competition. 
Approximately 11,200 visitors attended the popular wildlife 
shows in 2016. The Birmingham Zoo also continues to visit 
the Children’s of Alabama twice per month to present animal 
demonstrations for the young patients and their families. 
Animal Programs staff and their special animal ambassador 
were televised on closed-circuit TV at the hospital at each visit, 
so each child unable to see the animal in person could still 
participate.

The Birmingham 
Zoo became an 
institutional member 
of National Association 
of Interpretation 
(NAI) in 2016. Nikki 
Partain, Animal 
Programs Animal 
Care Professional, was 
accepted to present “The 
Trials, Tribulations and 

By the Numbers
86,094   The number of Facebook followers the 
Birmingham Zoo had at the end of 2016. The Zoo 
continued constant communication with the public 
through Facebook, its most followed social media 
account.

128%   The percent increase in Instagram followers 
in 2016. The year started with 6,850 and ended with 
15,645.

58,697   The number of unique visitors to the 
Birmingham Zoo’s website during the month of 
October, the busiest month for the website.

67   The number of press releases distributed to the press 
in 2016. The Zoo had media on-grounds every week in 
2016 promoting various animals, activities and events.
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Triumphs for Making Interpretation Available for Everyone” 
at 2016’s Region Three NAI conference in February. She 
was asked to submit her presentation for NAI’s National 
Conference and was accepted to present in November. Kelly 
Garrison also presented “Theatrical Wildlife Shows and 
Educational Messaging” at NAI’s Zoological Wildlife Parks 
and Aquariums online InterpNet conference in October, and 
was named to the Board of the International Avian Trainers 
Certification Board. 

DreamNight 

In June of 2016, McKinney Capital/Landscape Workshop 
partnered with the Birmingham Zoo to host DreamNight, 
an opportunity for young patients with chronic illnesses 
from Children’s of Alabama and their families to experience 
the Zoo. Visitors enjoyed carousel and train rides, a tour 
through Dino Discovery – They’re Back! and an evening away 
from the hospital. Each child was given the choice between 
two large plush dinosaurs to accompany them on their visit. 
Roddy McKinney, founder and owner of McKinney Capital/
Landscape Workshop, and his family greeted guests as they 
entered the Zoo. Volunteers from the Junior League of 
Birmingham assisted in welcoming and distributing the plush 
dinosaurs to excited children. The Birmingham Zoo is proud 
to host community events like DreamNight, and to continue 
to further its mission to “Inspire Passion for the Natural 
World” and provide a safe and educational recreational space 
for the Birmingham area.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Donor Spotlight
Full Moon Bar-B-Que

For 30 years, Full Moon Bar-B-Que has been satisfying 
appetites and serving the Birmingham community as a 
partner and friend. In 
November 2016, Full 
Moon was recognized as 
the Outstanding Corporate 
Citizen during the National 
Philanthropy Day Awards 
ceremony presented by the 
Alabama Chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. When 
asked to describe Full 
Moon, Dr. William Foster stated, “We wanted everyone in 
Birmingham to know what the Zoo has known for years. 
David and Joe Maluff and their families are so very generous. 
The Zoo wanted to recognize and honor the Maluffs and what 
they do for the Zoo and other nonprofits.” What a terrific way 
to celebrate a 30th anniversary.

Not only has Full Moon provided delicious meals for events 
over the years such as Zoo Blues, Tails in the Trails and Zoo, 
Brews & Full Moon Bar-B-Que, but they have also donated 
products, promotional t-shirts, gift certificates for silent 
auctions, assisted in marketing support by purchasing outdoor 
advertisements, and displayed posters at all Full Moon Bar-B-
Que restaurants. To celebrate Full Moon Bar-B-Que’s 30th 
anniversary in 2016, the company proudly partnered with the 
Zoo from now through 2019 as the exclusive sponsor of the 
Full Moon Bar-B-Que Wild Slide attraction. 

In researching the Maluff family in the Birmingham archives, 
the Birmingham Zoo staff discovered a long partnership with 
the Zoo. The Zoo staff found a Birmingham News article 
from the 1950’s about Ed Maluff, David and Joe Maluff’s 
uncle, who owned The Kopper Kettle restaurant. In 1957, Ed 
partnered with the Birmingham Zoo to sell take home meals 
for $1 to visitors on the Fourth of July. It seems the apple does 
not fall far from the tree. The Birmingham Zoo congratulates 
Full Moon Bar-B-Que for the Outstanding Corporate 
Citizen Award and it looks forward to the future successful 
partnerships.
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Notable Events

Tails in the Trails presented by Merrill Lynch 
and Harbert Management Corporation

On April 29, the Birmingham Zoo’s Junior Board hosted its 
sixth annual fundraising event, Tails in the Trails. This 21 and 
older event brought together Zoo enthusiasts for a night of fun 
in the Junior League of Birmingham – Hugh Kaul Children’s 
Zoo. Even though the event ended early due to some inclement 
weather and a power outage, guests still enjoyed dinner 
by Happy Catering, drinks, and a silent auction hosted by 
candlelight. Net proceeds from the event will benefit the Zoo’s 
new golden eagle habitat, set to be built in the Alabama Wilds.

Zoo, Brews & Full Moon Bar-B-Que 

June 18 saw the second iteration of Zoo, Brews and Full 
Moon Bar-B-Que, with over 2,000 guests in attendance. A 
selection of brews from over 10 breweries from Alabama and 
the southeast were available as guests enjoyed food from Full 
Moon Bar-B-Que, chips from Golden Flake, and a special 
kids’ Mellow Yellow sampling booth provided by Coca-Cola. 
The event also included live music by Park Band, a Talladega 
Superspeedway pace car and street team, animal greetings, 
train rides, and free admission into Dino Discovery – They’re 
Back! The Zoo offers a big “thank you” to all the vendors, 
volunteers, and visitors that make this annual event a big 
success, and don’t forget to save the date for next year’s Zoo, 
Brews and Full Moon Bar-B-Que on June 17, 2017.
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Notable Events

ZooGala 2016  
presented by IBERIABANK 

On Friday, September 16, the Zoo hosted its 
largest annual fundraiser, ZooGala presented 
by IBERIABANK. The party took place 
under a starry sky in the Junior League of 
Birmingham – Hugh Kaul Children’s Zoo 
and guests mingled and enjoyed Asian-style 
décor by HotHouse Design Studio and food by 
Kathy G & Company. Guests watched a dragon 
dance by dancers from the Confucius Institute 
at Auburn University at Montgomery and 
danced to live music by A-Town A-List, a band 
from Atlanta. An all-new online silent auction 
featured travel packages, artwork, jewelry, fine 
wine, and dining packages. ZooGala 2016’s 
chairs were Jennifer Ard, Lindsey Lacey, Colin 
Mitchell and Kathleen Roth, and the advisor 
was Lynn Cassady. Proceeds from this annual 
event benefit the Zoo’s daily operations, from 
animal care and feeding to the Zoo’s many 
conservation initiatives.

ZOOGALA Presenting Sponsor

Tails in the Trails Presenting Sponsors
Harbert Management Corporation

Merrill Lynch

Elephant Level
Alabama Power Company

Alagasco
BlueCross BlueShield of Alabama

Orangutan Level
Ard Contracting, Inc.

Medical Properties Trust
Protective Life

Seale Harris Clinic, LLP
Vulcan Materials Company

Gibbon Level
Balch & Bingham LLP

Bradley 
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC

Burr & Forman LLP
CraneWorks

EBSCO and its employees
Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood, Inc.

John 3:16
KPMG LLP

MAP Development
Maynard Cooper & Gale, PC

McKinney Capital/Landscape Workshop
The Nall-Whatley Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Ruffner Page
P & S Transportation

RAM Tool
SHKO Medicine, LLC

Southern Foodservice Management, Inc.
The Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation

Wade Sand & Gravel
Waste Management

Western Supermarkets

Red Panda Level
AmWINS Group

B.L. Harbert International
Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling Company 

United, Inc.
Brookwood Baptist Health

Bryant Bank
C.S. Beatty Construction

Campbell Guin
Daniel Iron
DESHAZO
DirectPath

Grandview Medical Center
Hazelrig Realty Company

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama, LLC
Junior League of Birmingham

McGriff, Seibels & Williams, Inc.
Motion Industries, Inc.
New Capital Partners

ServisFirst Bank
Skin Wellness Center of Alabama
Vulcan Industrial Contractors Co.

Weber Group, Inc.
Wheless Partners

Fishing Cat Level
Jemison Investment Company

Bill & Marcie Rodrigues
Alabama Controls, Inc.

Aquatic Gardens
Bagby Elevator

BBVA Compass
Bhate Engineering Corporation

Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C.
Business Interiors
Butler Snow, LLC

Cadence Bank
Cowin Equipment

Dunn-French Foundation
Hand Arendall

Mr. Kent Upton
Marx Brothers, Inc.

Matrix, LLC
Momentum Telecom

Mrs. Stratton’s Salads, Inc.
Oakworth Capital Bank

Paycor, LLC
Philip Woods Home Builder

Ray & Poynor Properties
Redhawk Consulting, LLC

Rives Construction Company, Inc.
Robins & Morton

Stifel
Taco Mama

The Tim Hennessy Family
Tripp & Rosemary Alexander

2016 CORPORATE PARTNER PROGRAM SPONSORS
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Notable Events

Peacock Level 
Brookline Capital Partners

Cook & Bynum Capital Management 
Gray’s Roofing & Tree Service

Health Star Clinic
Jones-McLeod, Inc.

Medical Business Management
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Helveston

Mr. Buddy Hunt
Vulcan Value Partners

Red-Crowned Crane Level
A.G. Lighting

Alabama Graphics
BHK Investment Advisors

Chester’s International
Cobbs Allen
Jimmy John’s

Johnson Sterling
La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries

Markstein
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Haskell

Pack Health
Pearce, Bevill, Leesburg, Moore PC

Powell Pediatric Dentistry
Red Clay Technology Group

Southern States Bank
Tacala, LLC

Taylor + Miree Construction
Consolidated Pipe & Supply Company

In-Kind Sponsors
Birmingham Printing & Publishing

Red Diamond Coffee and Tea
Strickland Paper

 The Zoo hosted Boo at the Zoo, presented by Wells Fargo for 16 nights in 
October 2016. Each night, the Zoo transformed into a destination full of 
spooky attractions, including themed rides, games, and wildlife shows. Guests 
were encouraged to dress up in their favorite costume and also experienced 
larger than life animatronic insects in the Bug-A-Boo exhibit near the Safari 
Peak in the Trails of Africa play area. ZooLight Safari, presented by Wells 
Fargo was a series of 17 holiday-themed nights filled with festive music, photos 
with Santa, hot beverages, and over one million twinkling lights on display. 
Guests were encouraged to ride the Zoo’s Candy Cane Train, Jingle Bell 
Carousel, Yuletide Slide and Santa’s Roller Racers.

Boo at the Zoo and  
ZooLight Safari  

presented by  
Wells Fargo
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DEVELOPMENT REPORT

2016 was an incredibly busy year for the staff in the 
Birmingham Zoo’s Development Department. While 
continuing to raise funds for the Renew the Zoo capital 
campaign, the Development team secured $183,000 in new 
sponsorships for the Zoo’s operational needs. Two major 
fundraising events, Tails in the Trails in April and ZooGala 
in September, raised over $450,000. Wells Fargo sponsored 
Boo at the Zoo and ZooLight Safari for the sixth year in a 
row. In addition to these fundraising milestones, the Zoo 
was awarded a 4-Star Rating from Charity Navigator for the 
fourth year in a row for strong financial health, accountability, 
and transparency with an overall score of 95.91 out of 100. 
The Zoo is one of only nine non-profit organizations in the 
Birmingham area to receive this highly-coveted distinction.

Renew the Zoo 

As of December 2016, the 
Birmingham Zoo’s Capital 
Campaign had less than 7% left 
to raise toward its $18 million 
goal. Shovels hit the ground in 
November to begin the first phase 
of construction on the new Arrival 
Experience. Two ponds, which 
were formerly fish hatcheries, are 
being replaced with a lawn and a new park area. The new event 
lawn will be able to host a myriad of Zoo events, including 
performances, movies, and the ever-popular Zoo, Brews, and 
Full Moon Bar-B-Que event. This innovative multi-purpose 

space will also be available for weddings, events, and corporate 
gatherings and is due to be completed by the summer of 2017.

The second phase of construction, which includes the Zoo’s 
new front entrance, is due to be completed in 2018. Guests 
will be greeted by water features, colorful botanicals and 
animal-themed experiences as they enter the Zoo. This new 
arrival experience will provide enhanced features to allow 
Zoo members easy entrance into the Zoo, self-service kiosks, 
concierge services and a new 2,500 square-foot gift shop, as well 
as stroller rentals. Other Zoo amenities include a new expansive 
restroom facility, which will include family rooms and nursing 
rooms. The design of the new arrival experience is being 
handled by the architecture and engineering firm Goodwyn, 
Mills and Cawood.

The third phase, which will feature the Asian Passage habitat, 
is currently being designed, and is scheduled to be completed 
in 2018. This habitat will be home to the Zoo’s Sumatran 
orangutans, Komodo dragon, red pandas, white-handed 
gibbons, Malayan tiger and other Asian species. The majority 
of the species that will call the Asian Passage home are listed as 
endangered or critically endangered by the International Union 
of Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources. 

The Birmingham Zoo has several naming opportunities still 
available in addition to a donor wall for gifts of $1,000 or more. 
If you would like to Renew your Zoo and support the Zoo’s 
capital campaign, please visit birminghamzoo.com or call the 
Development office at 205-397-3856 for more information. 



25BIRMINGHAM ZOO INC. 

THANKs to Our 2016 Donors

$10,000–$49,999
Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. DuMontier
Dunn Construction

The Goodrich Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hess

IBERIABANK
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Kassouf

Maynard Cooper & Gale, P.C.
MedjetAssist

Mr. and Mrs. David Pittman
Rime-Nall Company

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Stephens
Dr. Linda J. Stone and Mr. Jeffrey Stone

$100,000+
Alabama Power Foundation

Anonymous
Mrs. Jane H. Brock

Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Mr. David M. Loper
Mr. Wally Nall III

Warren Family Foundation

$50,000–$99,999

Mayer Electric Supply Company, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Allen Ritchie

Capital Campaign

$500–$9,999
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Anselmo

Mr. and Mrs. Luther Boudra
Bressler, Amery & Ross, P.C.

Mr. and Mrs. John Brock
Ms. Barbara Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Bart Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Crump

Mr. and Mrs. David Driscoll
Dr. Christopher Girkin and Dr. Laura Steele

Mr. and Mrs. M. James Gorrie
Hackney Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John Keith Hazelrig
Mr. and Mrs. George Holman

Dr. Susan Salter and Mr. Steven Hydinger
Jefferson County Commission

The Thomas E. Jernigan Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Jetmundsen Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. G. Douglas Jones
Ms. Karen Larsen

Mr. Philippe W. Lathrop and Ms. Judy Crittenden
Mitchell Industries Foundation

Mr. Wally Nall III
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Neil

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Pfefferkorn
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad W. Rafield III

Mr. and Mrs. Deakins F. Rushton
Mr. B. Hanson Slaughter and Ms. Melissa W. Clark

Ms. Elizabeth M. Staley and Mr. Danny Harmon
Mr. and Mrs. Gaston Stein
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Stein

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Steiner
Drs. Ryan and Susan Walley

Mayor and Mrs. Stewart H. Welch III
The Charles V. Welden III Family Charitable Fund

The William B. Welden Charitable Fund
Dr. Jennifer White

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Whitman
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Under $500
Ms. Marion Barnett

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Baxley
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin G. Bazemore

Mr. John M. Cantrell
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Carter
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark

Mr. and Mrs. William Clark
Mr. Dawson Cooper

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Deinlein
Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Doody

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Duncan
Dr. Wayne Finley

Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Gambino
Mr. and Mrs. David Gauntt

Ms. Mary Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hovenden
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Jackson

Ms. Kelly Johnson and Ms. Barbara Fritz
Ms. Jennifer Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Ludwig
Ms. Jennifer R. McCain

Mr. and Mrs. John Morrow
Mr. Andrew Pucker

Ms. Phoebe Robinson
Mrs. Allen D. Rushton

Ms. Joann Salters
Ms. Leah Scalise

Mr. William E. Simons
Mr. Tinsley Van Durand

Ms. Nanette Yeager
Ms. Janet Yother

Tiger Society Members
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Abroms

Mr. Jeff M. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Don Baldwin

Ms. Caroline Barns
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Barr

Ms. Mary Beck
Ms. Margo Black

Mr. Phil Blankenship
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Booker
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Boulware

Ms. Elna Brendel
Dr. Allison Bridges

Mrs. and Mr. Caroline Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Brown

Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Busby
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Casey

Mr. James Chamberlain
Mr. and Mrs. John Clark

Mr. and Mrs. William Clark
Ms. Mayte M. Coghlan
Mr. Charles Collat Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Compton, Jr.
Mr. Edward D. Cotter

Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Crosswhite

Ms. Rochelle Crow
Ms. Wanda Dake

Dr. and Mrs. Ross Davis
Ms. Barbara Fant
Ms. Carol Fiedler

Dr. John Fiveash and Dr. Laura Fiveash
Mr. and Mrs. Winfield Fisher III

Mr. Frank Fleming
Ms. Evelyn Foss

Mr. and Mrs. J D. Fraley, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Friedman

Mr. and Mrs. S. Perry Given Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alec Grant

Mr. David Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Griggs

Ms. Dana Grill
Ms. Marie S. Harbison

Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt R. Haskell
Mrs. Malvina M. Ireland

Ms. Gloria D. Johnson
Mr. Warren Jones

Ms. Kimberly S. Keene
Ms. Rachel Key
Dr. Chae Laird

Ms. Leslee C. Lowe
Ms. Rebecca Mason

Mr. and Mrs. John F. Miller
Ms. Deanna Newman

Ms. Elizabeth A. Nicholson
Mr. Kenneth Nolan

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Noon
Drs. Paul and Malinda O'Leary

Mr. J. Wray Pearce
Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Perrine

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peters
Ms. Martha Pezrow
Mr. Randy Pittman

Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer Poynor III
Ms. Nancy Price

Mr. and Mrs. J. Mike Reed
Mr. and Mrs. James Reed 

Ms. Leslie A. Rhodes
Ms. Mel D. Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. David Romanoff
Mrs. Allen Rushton

Ms. Lori Shirley
Ms. Sheila Shumate

Ms. Doreen F. Skillen
Ms. Leslie Speirs

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Bryson D. Stephens

Mr. Jeff Todd
Ms. Patricia Tompkins

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Turton
Ms. Brynn Welch
Ms. Katie Weinert

Ms. Deanna Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wilson

Animal Health Center
Ms. Sherry S. Baldwin

Mr. and Mrs. Mark R. Batten
Dr. Claude Bennett and Ms. Frances Caldwell

Uday and Peggy Bhate Foundation
Ms. Elise Bodenheimer
Ms. Penelope Bosarge
Ms. Mary C. Braswell

Ms. Elna Brendel
Mr. and Mrs. John Brock
Mr. Frank H. Bromberg

Mr. and Mrs. George B. Butler Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Carr Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Carroll, III
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chazen

Mr. and Mrs. John Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Cole

Mr. and Mrs. James Coleman
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Colvin
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Corsini

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Crockard Jr.
Daniel Foundation of Alabama

Mr. and Mrs. John DeBuys
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Deinlein

Ms. Pam Eubanks
Mr. Terry Fierman
Dr. Wayne Finley

Mr. Frank Fleming
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Foley

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Goings
Dr. and Mrs. Morton Goldfarb
Mr. and Mrs. David Goodwin

Ms. Janet Graham
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Gray III

Ms. Rona Harper
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Harris

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Hill
Ms. Carol Ann Hobby

Mr. Bruce Holt
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hovenden

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Kacmarynski

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Key
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Killian

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kubik
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Lemak M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Liles
Mr. David Loper

The Edward A. & Catherine L. Lozick Foundation
Ms. Elizabeth B. Marbury

Mr. Robert L. Marcus
Ms. Virginia Martin
Ms. Rebecca Mason

Ms. Wahwiece Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Byron McCain

Dr. Charles A. McCallum
Mr. and Mrs. Brian McCarthy

Dr. and Mrs. Michael McCarthy
Mr. Charles R. McCormack

Mr. Jerome McMillian
Mr. and Mrs. Shiraz Merchant

THANKs to Our 2016 Donors
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Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Nall
Mr. Wally Nall III

Nick's Kids Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Oden

Dr. and Mrs. Dennis Pappas Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Perry

Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold Pearson
Ms. Martha Pezrow

Mr. and Mrs. Roy K. Purcell
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Reich

Mrs. Elberta G. Reid
Mr. and Mrs. James Richardson

Ms. Mel D. Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Robson III

Mr. and Mrs. William Roden
Mrs. Mary O. Roebuck

Ms. June Rotch
Mrs. Allen D. Rushton

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Serwitz
Ms. Marilyn Sheffield

Mrs. Richard Simmons
Ms. Cynthia S. Sproull

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Smyer
Mr. and Mrs. Gaston Stein

Mr. and Mrs. Elton Stephens Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Michael Strickland

Ms. Rosemary Strouss
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Stuenkel

Ms. Jennifer Summar
Mrs. Lucille R. Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Thornton
Mr. John R. Thorson

Tim Allen Paints, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Timmerman

Dr. and Mrs. Scott Touger
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Tracey
Mr. and Mrs. David Tubre

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Turner
Mr. Ingram D. Tynes

Mr. Tinsley Van Durand
Ms. Dorothy H. Vines

Walker Area Community Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond G. Watts

Ms. Lynn O. Wilmoth
Thomas A. S. Wilson Family Advised Fund

Boo at the Zoo presented by Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo

Publix Super Markets Charities
Alagasco (Spire)

Metro PCS

ZooLight Safari presented by Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
Alagasco (Spire)

Major Supporters
McKinney Capital/Landscape Workshop

City of Birmingham
Lucille S. Beeson Charitable Trust Bond Management

Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, Inc.
Junior League of Birmingham

Full Moon Bar-B-Que
City of Mountain Brook
Thompson Foundation
City of Vestavia Hills

Shelby County Commission
Red Diamond Coffee and Tea Company

Education
Wells Fargo
Anonymous

Shelby County Commission
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy A. R. Callahan

Mr. and Mrs.  Woody Kennedy

Golden Eagle Fund
Mr. and Mrs. George B. Butler Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Chazen

Mr. Stephen Chew and Ms. Daisy Wong
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Colvin

Dr. and Mrs. Robert N. Finchum
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Foley

Mr. and Mrs. J D. Fraley Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Goedecke

Mr. Roy Green, Jr.
Mr. Branden L. Henderson

Mr. Bruce Holt
Mrs. Malvina M. Ireland

Mr. Paul Keef
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Killian

Mr. and Mrs. Shiraz Merchant
Mr. and Ms. Deon Neighbors
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Norman
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Nichols Jr.

Dr. Emily Omura
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip L. Prince

Mr. and Mrs. Roy K Purcell
Mr. and Mrs. William Roden

Mrs. Allen D. Rushton
Mr. and Mrs. Lofton Smith

Mr. Christopher B. Smitherman
Ms. Camille Spratling

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Swoger
Mr. and Mrs. Bowen Thagard

Mrs. Lucille R. Thompson
Ms. Jeff Ann R. Wright

Ms. Whitney Wright

La Celebración
Abogados Centro Legal/Barber Harris Law

Official Map Sponsor
RealtySouth

Passion into Conservation Action (PiCA)
 Ms. Kimberly L. Freed

Ms. Peggy Huckbay
Ms. Melody McAnally

Mohawk Flooring
Mr. Wally Nall III

The Nall-Whatley Foundation
New Horizons

Ms. Molly Ream
Drs. Merle and Paul Salter

Mr. Fred Spicer
Tremont Garden Club

Dino Discovery – They’re Back!
Vulcan Materials Company
D.C. Scientific Pest Control

Vulcan Solar Power
Junior League of Birmingham

General Donations
Ms. Janice Anthony

Briarwood Garden Club
Mr. Charles Burke and Ms. Betsy Rogers

Dr. and Mrs. Lee C. Carter
Ms. Angelisa M. Chadwick

Mrs. Rebecca Dillard
Mr. and Mrs. Devin C. Dolive

Mr. Nate Dreger
Mr. John Ertel

Ms. Darcy Glenn
Greater Birmingham Auburn Club

Ms. Mary Griffin
Ms. Janice T. Harvill

Mr. Stephan Headrick
Mrs. Malvina M. Ireland
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Kacmarynski
Ms. Desiree LaClair

Marvin's Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. David Nelson Jr.

Ms. Roberta Podrug
Dr. Debra Quenelle and Mr. Duff Quenelle

Mrs. Elberta G. Reid
Mr. and Mrs. John Shank

Mr. and Mrs. John Stadtlander
Ms. Marcella Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. David Tubre
Your Pie
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND Junior BOARD MEMBERS

Board of Directors 

Executive Committee
Wally Nall III
Chair
Cissy Jackson
Vice Chair

James L. Priester
Treasurer
David M. Loper
Secretary
Jesse S. Vogtle, Jr.
Immediate Past Chair

Board of Directors

Robert Aland
Leigh Collier
Jack Darnall
Robin Sparks Davis
Nancy Collat Goedecke
Gaynell H. Hendricks
Anna B. James
Doug Jones
Randall W. Jordan
Roddy McKinney
Laura Pitts
Britt Redden
Oliver L. Robinson, Jr.
Thomas E. Sisson
Steven R. Spencer 

Ex-Officio

Stephen Armstrong
President,
Junior Board of Directors

Emeritus

Arthur C.P. Henley
Colin H. Luke
Michael D. Thompson

President and CEO

William R. Foster, DVM
Chief Executive Officer

Junior Board Directors

Executive Committee
Stephen Armstrong
President
Amanda Hawkins
President-Elect
Matt Hottle
Treasurer
Lauren DeMoss
Secretary

Junior Board

Frank Anderson	
Turner Burton 	
Lauren DeMoss 	
Courtney DeShazo
Erin Donohoo – Immediate Past Chair
Joseph D. DuMontier 
Joe Gribbin, Jr.	
Raymond Harbert, Jr.
Fontaine Haskell 	
Tim Hennessy, Jr.	
Julie Herring 	
Lexi Holdbrooks 	
Madison Merrill	
Amy O'Brien 	
Whitney Wright

 Financial Report
.

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Support and Revenues

Subsidies Received 2,105,000$          18%
Contributions 431,815$             4%
Admissions 3,500,349$          30%
Food & Beverage 394,096$             3%
Gift Shop Revenue 239,669$             2%
Rides 1,877,411$          16%
Membership Income 1,477,551$          13%
Special Events & Facility Rentals 1,264,020$          11%
Education Programs 382,053$             3%
Interest Income 812$  0%
Miscellaneous 30,159$  0%
In-Kind Donations  $ 7,500 0%

11,710,435$        

Assets Released from Restriction 2,171,921$          

Total Support and Revenue 13,882,356$        

Expenses

Program Services 11,167,203$        88%
Management & General 1,211,061$          10%
Fundraising 341,440$             3%

Total Expenses 12,719,704$        

Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets 1,162,652$          

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Contributions 2,074,845$          
In-Kind Donations 40,000$  
Assets released from restriction ( 2,171,921 )$       
Decrease in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets ( 57,076 )$            

Increase in Net Assets 1,105,576$          

Net Assets at Beginning of Year 29,952,464$        
Net Assets at End of Year 31,058,040$        

Subsidies	Received	
18%	 Contribu4ons	

4%	

Admissions	
30%	

Food	&	Beverage	
3%	

Gi@	Shop	Revenue	
2%	

Rides	
16%	

Membership	Income	
13%	

Special	Events	&	Facility	
Rentals	
11%	

Educa4on	
Programs	

3%	

Interest	Income	
0%	

Miscellaneous		
0%	

In-Kind	Dona4ons	
0%	

Program	Services	
88%	

Management	&	
General	
8%	

Fundraising	
3%	
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FINANCIAL REPORT

The Birmingham Zoo is an independent, not for profit, 501(c)(3) organization.



Inspiring Passion for 
the Natural World…
through emphasizing 
Conservation, Education, 
Scientific Study 
and Recreation in 
all aspects of the 
Birmingham Zoo’s 
exhibits, programs, 
facilities and activities.

Birmingham Zoo, Inc.
2630 Cahaba Road
Birmingham, AL 35223
Phone: 205.879.0409
birminghamzoo.com


