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Zoo University 

7th – 12th Grade 
 

Zoo University is a comprehensive field study program that gives students in 7
th

-12
th

 grades the 

opportunity to apply their learning in real time. A student in a Zoo University Field Experience will 

go beyond looking at an animal and will learn to make observations and develop questions, learn 

the important role of zoos in terms of conservation and ethics, collect data and analyze results to 

determine the effects of climate change on polar bear populations and experience a more serious 

and in depth experience into topics facing our environment. 

 

Can’t decide? Zoo University can be offered as a multi-day field trip experience! 
 

ALL Zoo University classes are an additional $6 per student 

Maximum capacity 25 I 2 hours 

 

Zoo Keeper in Training 

Ever wondered what it takes to be a Zoo Keeper? This class will focus on the hard work that goes 

on behind-the-scenes at the Zoo and provide a new perspective on why zoos exist. Students will 

interact with zoo keepers and learn the vital role they play in conservation of species across the 

planet. 

 

The Role of Genetics in the Modern Zoo 

Why do we have zoos? They not only provide a fun place to see animals, but they also work to 

protect endangered species through the help of special programs. While studying genetics, 

biodiversity, reproduction, endangered species and habitats, students will become familiar with 

the Species Survival Plan program (SSP). The SSP works to preserve genetic biodiversity in 

zoos and aquariums. Explore the Zoo and learn which animals are on an SSP and why! 

ACCRS Science: Grade 7: 6,10,11,14,16 Grade 9-12: Biology 9,11,15 Environmental Science 3, 

6 

 

Elephant Observation and Research 

The African bull (male) elephant is the largest land mammal alive today. In addition to their 

impressive size, elephants have amazing adaptations that help them survive in their ecosystem. 

Students will apply their knowledge to real world scientific issues and learn how scientists are 

contributing to the conservation of African elephants and their habitats. 

ACCRS Science: Grade 7:10,11,14 

 

Climate Change: Impacts of a Warming Arctic 

Global climate change and its impacts on people and resources pose serious challenges. In this 

class, students will examine the evidence for changes in ice cover at the Arctic and explore why 

climate changes at the poles are so important to the rest of the climate system. 

ACCRS Science: Grade 7:6,7,8,10 Grade 9-12: Environmental Science 3,4,5,6,12,15,16 
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Life in Biodiversity Hotspot 

Alabama is one of the most biologically diverse states in the United States. Discover what makes 

Alabama unique, what threatens our rich biodiversity and what we can do to protect it. 

ACCRS Science: Grade 7:6,7,8,9,10,11 Grade 9-12: Biology 14,15  

Environmental Science 3,4,5,6,11,12,15,17 


