


Dear Educator,

A field trip to the Birmingham Zoo offers discovery, learning and 

more! We offer a variety of educational programs to maximize 

the learning for your students and allow us to fulfill our mission 

by Inspiring Passion for the Natural World. We are a year-round 

destination and offer both indoor and outdoor learning adventures. 

Throughout this guide you will find programs for all grade levels 

that are guided by the Alabama College and Career Ready Standards, 

National Science Education Standards and 21st Century Skills.  

We are confident you will find something that fits your curriculum 

and brings it to life. 

We look forward to working with you and your students and 

providing an unforgettable learning experience.

Sincerely, 

Birmingham Zoo Education Staff

We look forward to working with you and your students and 

providing an unforgettable learning experience.



LUNCH
Groups have several options when ordering 
food through the Zoo. Please fill out the Group 
Meal Package Form online, and submit no later 
than 48 hours prior to your visit.

The Zoo has a limited availability of group lunch 
times. Meal reservation must be submitted 48 
hours before your visit to guarantee your group 
meal. Lunch instructions will be given to your 
group upon arrival.

ZOO HOURS
9:00 AM- 5:00 PM  
Closed Thanksgiving and Christmas Day

Choose the education program that best suits your class, then add other enhancements to your day to 
maximize the learning! (see below)

PLAN YOUR TRIP!
WWW.BIRMINGHAMZOO.COM • 205.879.0409

Discounted admission rates are available for groups with 15 or more participants

CATEGORY PRICE
Students $8.00 per student

Chaperone/Adult/Other $8.00 per student

Teachers 1free teacher per 10 paying students 
(up to 10 free teachers) 

Bus Drivers/Nurses Bus Drivers and Nurses are always 
complementary

Admission + Unlimited Ride Wristband 
(Includes train, carousel, and slide ) $13.00 per person (includes admission)

Discovery Programs $2 per student (In addition to admission)

Field Experiences $4 per student (In addition to admission)

Zoo University (7th-12th grade) $6 per student (In addition to admission)

Schaeffer Eye Center Lorikeet Feeding – 
Nectar Cups $1 per person (In addition to admission)
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SENSORY 
FRIENDLY 
INITIATIVE
Raising Awareness • Increasing 
Accessibility • Promoting 
Inclusive Experience 
The Birmingham Zoo is now Sensory Friendly! 
In an effort to make the Zoo more welcoming 
and accessible to individuals with Sensory 
Processing Disorders (SPD) and related 
disabilities, we have partnered with KultureCity 
to develop the Sensory Friendly Zoo Initiative.

Look for signs with this 
logo throughout the 
Zoo and the map to 
identify Quiet Zones, 
Headphone Zones 
and locations where 
Weighted Lap Pads 
are available for use. 
A limited number of 
Sensory Bags are also 
available for checkout 
on a first come, first 
served basis in the Membership Office. These 
bags contain noise canceling headphones, fidget 
toys and other resources.

PARDON THE PROGRESS
New and exciting things are coming to the Birmingham Zoo! As we grow and 

expand, there will be construction on Zoo grounds throughout the 2016 
– 2017 school year. While some pathways may be closed, all animal 

exhibits will be accessible. Construction WILL NOT interfere with 
your field trip or educational program experience in any  
way. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions!
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ROCK THE ZOO  
WITH ROGER DAY

STEAM-Based Learning with a Great Beat!
The Birmingham Zoo is partnering with children’s musician Roger Day 

to conduct a series of STEAM-based programs for the 2016-2017 field trip 
season. The stage show is an interactive educational program featuring STEAM 
based activities, animal demonstrations and some of Roger Day’s most popular 

songs with a few new ones created just for the Zoo! 

Shows are included as part of your admission, and are held at 10:30am  
and 11:45am on the following dates: October 12 &13 (2016), April 17&18, 
April 24 & 25 and May 1 & 2 (2017).

We have also developed a Teacher’s Guide featuring standards based lessons and 
activities that you can use in your classrooms before or as a follow-up to your field trip. 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Maximize the learning by adding one of our educational programs for Pre K –12th grade students 
to your day. All of the programs are guided by Alabama College and Career Ready Standards (ACCRS), 
National Science Education Standards (NSES) and 21st Century Learning Skills (P21). Choose from a 
variety of options that include field experiences, lab experiences and/or discussion and demonstration 
based experiences.
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Discovery Programs
Pre K–12th Grade
Ever wondered how animals clean up the 
Earth or what special adaptations allow them 
to survive in their environment? Or even what 
practical conservation steps you can offer 
your students? There is a program to address 
these questions and more. These auditorium 
programs allow for your entire group to enjoy 
an interactive experience that will reinforce 
classroom learning.

All Discovery Programs include live animals  
unless otherwise noted.

All Discovery Programs  
Are An Additional $2 Per Student

Pre K-1st
Soundtrack of the Zoo (No Live Animals)  
30 minutes 
Bark, roar, chirp, purr! Explore animal sounds  
in this fun, interactive program. Learn why 
animals make different sounds and how size 
affects these noises.  
Science: Grade 1:1

Fur, Feather, Shell 30 minutes 
Why do animals have fur, feathers, or shells? 
Learn about the importance of animal coverings 
and discover some of the differences between 
mammals, birds and reptiles.  
Science: Grade K:3, 4, 6

2nd – 5th
The Seedy Side of Animals 45 minutes 
Animals play an important role in the lives of 
many plants. Animals on the move can carry 
seeds on their fur or in their digestive system  
to ensure the new plant has a better chance  
for survival. Explore this unique relationship  
and meet some of our favorite seed 
transporters at the zoo. 
Science: Grade 2:6 Grade 3:6, 11 Grade 4:9  
Grade 5:11

Alabaminals 45 minutes 
Alabama has amazing animals! This program 
features live animals native to Alabama and can 
include birds, mammals and reptiles. Alabaminals 
focuses on biodiversity, backyard ecology, and 
protection of our local environment. 
Social Studies: Grade 3:3

6th-8th
Dirty Jobs 45 minutes 
Explore the dirtiest jobs in the food chain – 
decomposers and scavengers! Learn about 
some of the animals who fill these important 
and often disgusting roles and why they are 
necessary to a healthy environment.  
Science: Grade 7:5

Amazing Adaptations 45 minutes 
Some animals are more active at night and some 
during the day. Some animals like cold weather 
and some prefer warmer weather. Students 
will learn about the physical and behavioral 
adaptations that help animals acclimate to both 
daily and seasonal changes.  
Science: Grade 6:13 Grade 7:10 Grade 8:18

9th-12th
Extinction is Forever 45 minutes 
What are the causes of extinction and what are 
some ways it can be prevented? How are we 
affected in Alabama if an animal goes extinct 
somewhere else in the world? Students will be 
presented with data and asked to formulate 
their own explanations of extinction and 
problem solve to engage in evidence-based 
arguments regarding extinction.  
Grade 9-12: Biology 8, 10 Environmental Science 66



Field Experiences
Pre K–6th Grade
Field Experiences are a great way to put 
classroom learning into action! Whether learning 
about adaptations of our African animals, the 
diversity of life in Alabama or discussing the 
importance of conservation in their backyard, 
your students will be in engaged in learning like 
never before!

All Field Experiences  
Are An Additional $4 Per Student • 45 min

Pre K-K
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt! 
We’re going on a bear hunt! Going to catch 
a big one! I’m not scared! Are you? Explore 
the bears of the zoo while participating in an 
interactive story time. 
Science: Grade K:4, 6

K-2nd
Stayin’ Alive 
Every animal has something about them that 
makes them special! Discover how body 
coverings, size, and shape help an animal survive 
in their home.  
Science: Grade K:3, 4 Grade 1:6, 7 Grade 2:7

3rd-4th
Adjust or Bust 
How do animals survive in their environment? 
They adapt! Explore African animals and the 
unique characteristics that help them survive  
in their habitat.  
Science: Grade 3:7, 10, 11 Grade 4:9, 11

Wild for Alabama 
Do you know your backyard? Alabama has some 
of the most diverse ecosystems in the country. 
Investigate how plants and animals depend on 
one another in Alabama.  
Social Studies-Geography: Grade 3:3, 4

5th-6th
Surviving the Savanna 
Many animals call the savanna home and have 
adapted unique traits needed in order to 
survive. Find out how animals have adapted and 
determine which traits are essential to life.  
Science: Grade 5:10, 16 Grade 6:15, 16
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Zoo U
7th–12th Grade
Zoo U (Zoo University) is experiential learning 
at its best! A student in Zoo U will go beyond 
looking at an animal and will learn to make 
observations and develop questions, learn the 
important role of zoos in conservation, collect 
data and analyze results and apply their learning 
in real time.

Can’t decide? Zoo U can be offered as a multi-day 
field trip experience!

All Zoo University Classes  
Are An Additional $6 Per Student • 2 Hours

Zoo Keeper in Training 
Ever wondered what it takes to be a Zoo 
Keeper? This class will focus on the hard work 
that goes on behind the scenes at the zoo and 
provide a new perspective on why zoos exist. 
Students will interact with Zoo Keepers and 
learn the vital role they play in conservation of 
species across the planet.

The Role of Genetics in the Modern Zoo 
Why do we have zoos? They not only provide a 
fun place to see animals, but they also work to 
protect endangered species through the help 
of special programs. While studying genetics, 
biodiversity, reproduction, endangered species 
and habitats, students will become familiar with 
the Species Survival Plan program (SSP). The SSP 
works to preserve genetic bio-diversity in zoos 
and aquariums. Explore the Zoo and learn which 
animals are on an SSP and why!  
Science: Grade 7:6, 10, 11, 14, 16 Grade 9-12: 
Biology 9, 11, 15 Environmental Science 3, 6

Elephant Observation and Research 
The African bull (male) elephant is the largest 
land mammal alive today. In addition to their 
impressive size, elephants have amazing 
adaptations that help them survive in their 
ecosystem. Students will apply their knowledge 
to real world scientific issues and learn how 
scientists are contributing to the conservation  
of African elephants and their habitats. 
Science: Grade 7:10, 11, 14

Climate Change: Impacts of a  
Warming Arctic 
Global climate change and its impacts on people 
and resources pose serious challenges. In this 
class students will examine the evidence for 
changes in ice cover at the Arctic and explore 
why climate changes at the poles are so 
important to the rest of the climate system.  
Science: Grade 7:6, 7, 8, 10 Grade 9-12: 
Environmental Science 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 15, 16

Life in a Biodiversity Hotspot 
Alabama is one of the most biologically diverse 
states in the United States. Discover what 
makes Alabama unique, what threatens our rich 
biodiversity and what we can do to protect it.  
Science: Grade 7:6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 Grade 9-12: 
Biology 14, 15, Environmental Science 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 
12, 15, 17
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NIGHTLIFE
ZooSnooze 
Price: $30/per person  
Grades 1st-12th 
This overnight 
program presents 
a fantastic 
combination of 

adventure and learning. ZooSnoozes can be 
tailored for groups as an academic program 
that allows school groups to experience the 
nocturnal side of the Birmingham Zoo. For 
school groups, one adult is admitted free with 
every 10 students.

Twilight Tour 
Price: $15 per person  
Grades 1st-12th 
This evening program offers 
an intriguing view of the 
Birmingham Zoo’s night life. 
Twilight Tours can be tailored 

specifically for school groups. Twilight Tours 
offer the evening fun of a ZooSnooze program 
without staying the night. 

All Nightlife Programs include:
• Carousel Rides
• Educational Activities
• Nocturnal-focused Tour of the  

Birmingham Zoo

Premium experiences can also be added to your 
basic Nightlife program for an additional $50 flat 
rate per group.

Premium experiences may include:
• Live Animal Demonstration
• Night Keeper Chats
• Behind-the-Scenes Sneak Peaks

Upon conclusion of a Nightlife program, all 
participants will receive a Birmingham Zoo patch. 
ZooSnooze participants will also receive passes 
to visit the Zoo the day following the program.

JUST FOR 
TEACHERS
TEACHERS NIGHT 
AT THE ZOO
Tuesday, September 20 • 6:00pm-9:00pm

Please join us and enjoy a night at the Zoo 
designed just for educators! This one of a kind 
evening will feature ambassador animals, examples 
of new and improved program opportunities, 
a special keeper chat, door prizes and much 
more! STI PD credit available. Dinner and drinks 
will be provided. For more information and to 
reserve your spot please contact education@
birminghamzoo.com or call 205-397-3877.

ZooTeach-Professional Development 
The Birmingham Zoo will be hosting a series of 
professional development opportunities during 
the 2016-2017 school year. Topics will vary and 
educators will be eligible to receive continuing 
education credits for participation. Workshops 
will focus on a variety of STEM related topics 
designed to spark imagination and innovation 
in your classroom. For more information please 
check our website at www.birminghamzoo.com 
or contact education@birminghamzoo.com. 

Discovery Kits 
The Birmingham Zoo has Discovery Kits available  
for educators for FREE! These kits include biofacts 
(skulls, pelts, eggs, feathers) and other items to 
enhance your lessons in the classroom. Items are 
available for up to two weeks and educators are 
responsible for the safe return of resources. 

Contact the Education Department at  
education@birminghamzoo.com or 
205.397.3877 for more information.
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FIELD TRIP FAQ’S
Scheduling
How far in advance should I make  
my reservations? Education programs, 
activities and zoo lunches are limited so please 
book your program at least 14 days in advance 
to accommodate your class needs. Reservations 
are made by visiting the Zoo’s website and 
filling out the Group Reservation Request Form. 
www.birminghamzoo.com/visitor-info/group-
reservations/group-reservation-request/

What is the minimum number of people 
to be considered a group? Your group needs 
at least 15 people to be considered a group. We 
do make exceptions for special needs groups.

What forms of payment do you accept? 
We accept cash, school/district/institution checks 
and all credit cards. Please make checks available 
to “Birmingham Zoo.”

What do we do if it rains on the day of 
our visit? The Zoo is open rain or shine. In the 
event that there is inclement weather on the 
morning of your visit, or if inclement weather 
is forecasted, we are more than happy to 
reschedule your group for a later date.

What are the best days to visit the Zoo? 
Monday and Tuesday are not as crowded as 
most schools choose days toward the end of 
the week. We recommend Special Education 
groups to visit the Zoo on Mondays.

Can my group have lunch at the Zoo?  
Of course! You can pre-order your lunch at  
the Zoo’s Kudzoo Café. Click here to view 
options on our lunch order form: 
www.birminghamzoo.com/food-form/ 
* Please note, lunch order forms must be 
submitted at least 48 hours before your visit.

What other activities are there 
throughout the Zoo? There are a ton of 
fun things to do throughout the Zoo every 
day! Our permanent attractions include Train 
Rides*, Carousel Rides*, Schaeffer Eye Center 
Lorikeet Aviary Feedings*, the Jane H. Brock 
Soaring Safari Zip-Line Adventure* and the 
Full Moon BBQ Wild Slide*. We also have 
seasonal attractions that include interactive 
water fountains in the Children’s Zoo, as well 
as Keeper Chats, Schaeffer Eye Center Wildlife 
Shows, Giraffe Feedings* and Camel Rides*. 
*Additional fee applies.

Can my group bring lunch to the Zoo? 
Sure! We have picnic tables adjacent to our 
parking areas. Picnic tables are first come, first 
served. You CANNOT bring outside food into the 
Zoo for the safety of the animals.

How long should we plan to stay?  
To walk and visit the various exhibits it will take 
approximately 3 hours. Please note this does not 
include lunch, activities or education programs.

Are there classes available to 
supplement our field trip? Our educators 
are available to assist in customizing a unique 
experience enhancing your personal lesson  
plan. Please call the Education Department  
at (205) 397-3877.

I didn’t get a confirmation e-mail/call 
for my trip. What do I do? First, check your 
spam or junk folder to see if the e-mail is there. 
If not, give us a call at 205-870-5230 or e-mail 
us at groups@birminghamzoo.com and we’ll 
confirm your trip for you. Please allow 24 hours 
for a confirmation call.
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Day of Educational 
Experience
Where do we load and unload children 
at the Zoo? Currently buses may unload 
the students at the front of the Zoo. A Zoo 
representative will be there to meet your group 
to begin your Zoo experience.

Where do we park our buses during the 
field trip? Buses will be directed to designated 
parking areas by Zoo staff.

What do we do when we arrive? When 
your group checks in, a staff member will 
confirm your education program information.

Where do I pick up my pre-ordered 
lunches? If you pre-ordered food, it may be 
picked up at the Kudzoo Café at your scheduled 
time. As a public facility with an unpredictable 
number of visitors, we are not able to take 
reservations for tables inside the café or outside 
around the splash pad. Tables are first come,  
first served.

Will my group get wristbands or tickets? 
Your group will get color coded wristbands 
based on what you purchased.

What if I have some parents running 
late on the day of our trip? What do I do 
with their wristbands? You can leave their 
wristbands, with their names written on them, at 
the Groups Booth or Membership Office.

Some of my parent chaperones have 
memberships, where do they enter? 
Parents with memberships can enter through 
the Membership Office and meet their group 
inside. If parents enter the Zoo before their child 
arrives on their school bus, they must get a hand 
stamp from the Membership Office for re-entry.

A parent decided to accompany our 
class at the last minute. Will they get 
the group rate? Unfortunately, no. If the 
parents are not included in the school’s payment, 
they will not be included in the group rate. 
Those parents will have to purchase regular 
priced admission at the Front Gate.

I bought too many wristbands, can I get 
a refund? No problem! The teacher in charge 
of the trip can come to the Membership Office 
where a PO will be issued and check mailed for 
the refund amount.

A few children and/or parents couldn’t 
make it (sick, family emergency, etc.), 
but their tickets are already paid for. 
What do I do? You can keep their wristbands 
and distribute for use at their convenience on 
another day or you may request a refund.  
See above.
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